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WINTER PARK TAPS BRAKES ON PROGRESS

By THE ORLANDO LOCAL NEWS EDITORIAL BOARD  - OPINION

The Arnold Palmer Invitational 
will be the first tournament 
with more than a few 

thousand spectators allowed to attend 
since the COVID-19 pandemic led 
to no or few fans attending sporting 
events. The March 4-7 event at the 
Bay Hill Club in Orlando, Florida, 
announced Wednesday that limited 
tickets will be available at up to 25% 
of capacity. The Arnold Palmer 
event was the last to be played in March 2020 with full spectators. "Although the 2021 event will look 
different due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are committed to providing a world-class experience in a 
safe environment for all involved,'' relayed Joie Chitwood, the tournament director for the Arnold Palmer 
Invitational. Tickets will not be available for the practice rounds or pro-am, only the four tournament rounds. 
Multi-day tickets will not be available, no shuttle service will be provided and all single-day tickets must be 
purchased in advance. The total number at Arnold Palmer is expected to be more than that, perhaps as many 
as 8,000 per day. Starting with the Arnold Palmer event, the Florida tournaments, including the Players 
Championship and Honda Classic, are expected to increase the number of people allowed on site. The 
Orlando Local News will provide updates of the Invitation throughout the event.

By MARSHALL SWANSON

Endorsements: Ron Mueller, Commissioner 
Mark Maciel Safest Choices for Winter Garden 
Commission Seats 2 & 3

Bay Hill's Arnold Palmer Invitational 
Limited to 25% Capacity in 2021

Central Florida Expressway Authority 
Prepares for S.R. 429 Expansion

When Robert Langford sought to construct his famous hotel 
in 1955, many local leaders fought to impede the project. 
The hotel's bar, detractors alleged, served as a catalyst for 

corrupting the young minds enrolled at Rollins College. Mark Twain 
wrote that "the past does not repeat itself, but it often rhymes." And, 
indeed, a similar situation unfolded as the commission debated the 
merits of the Alfond Inn, where the Langford once stood, just a few 
short years ago. Now, like a poorly made B-movie reboot, the same tired 
drama unfolded as the city commission shot down the wildly popular 
Henderson Hotel project. Residents of all political stripes, ideologies

By THE ORLANDO LOCAL NEWS EDITORIAL BOARD - OPINION

The Daniel Webster Western Beltway, also known as S.R. 429, will soon 
undergo a $350 million upgrade. The Central Florida Expressway Authority, 
CFX for short, will expand lanes from four to six in late 2021. "The growth 

in Central Florida, especially in this area, has been very significant. Any regular 
driver of SR-429 knows exactly what I’m talking about,” Will Hawthorne, director 
of engineering for the Central Florida Expressway Authority (CFX), explained... 
CONTINUED PAGE 3

Pictured: Henderson Hotel illustration. Credit: hendersonhotelwinterpark.com

Pictured: 18th Hole - Bay Hill, 2020. Credit: The Orlando Local News

City Commission Scraps Henderson Hotel Plans as Residents 
Voice Support for Project

and social backgrounds expressed dismay at the shuttering of the 
project. Those in favor of side-lining the Henderson Hotel pointed 
to excess traffic as a primary concern. 
    However, in a retort to naysayers on the commission, long-time 
Winter Park resident Bryan Thomas painted a different picture: 
"The 17-92 corridor already houses a natural ton of commercial 
enterprises. Business always seeks exposure to high traffic 
counts. Since nobody sees traffic going away any time soon, the 
objection that a hotel would add more cars doesn’t carry much 
weight with me. Hotels book their lodgers throughout the day, not 
just at rush hour... It is a fact of life that many folks oppose any 
change whatsoever. Before the Alfond became a reality to replace 
the exhausted Langford, I heard many express concerns over its 
impact on the immediate vicinity.  There has been huge impact and, 
best of my knowledge, it has all been good.... The businesses on 
Orlando Avenue constitute of a commercial ecosystem that depend 

on customers. People don't travel because they're broke. The hotel will bring 
these businesses new customers and we need to support them so these shops and 
restaurants don't turn into brown paper windows." Another resident put it this 
way: "For all the talk of historic preservation, why not embrace this venture as 
a way to restore what we've lost in the Seminole Hotel and Mount Vernon Inn?"
    The hotel recalls the early days of Winter Park and blends historic architecture 
and landscaping with modern comforts. The Henderson Hotel seeks to return to the 
dream of the founders of Winter Park, through the lake front view once manifested 
in the likes of the Seminole, Virginia and Alabama (now apartments) Hotels. 
Founded itself in a hotel (the Rogers Hotel), the city of Winter Park maintained a 
reputation for fine accommodations. The goal, developers say, of the Henderson 
Hotel at Lake Killarney encapsulates this tradition. Project managers explained 
that "the name Henderson Hotel at Lake Killarney was chosen to recognize the 
family that called this land home for so many years. The Henderson family owned 
and operated the property adjacent... CONTINUED PAGE 2

CD-10 Candidate Willie Montague Receives Boost 
From G.O.P. Star Kim Klacik
Local Republicans rallied round the 

flag as allies of CD-10 candidate 
Willie Montague flooded Church 

Street in an overflow of enthusiasm in 
his bid to defeat incumbent Val Demings 
in 2022. Visiting GOP star Kimberly 
Klacik, a former candidate to replace 
the late Congressman from Baltimore 
Elijah Cummings, gave the keynote 
speech. Along with Klacik, Rob Smith, 
an outspoken veteran in support... 
CONTINUED PAGE 3

Three new candidates have entered the race for Winter Garden's March 9 election. Commission 
district 2 is currently held by Commissioner Bob Buchanan who will be vacating his office at 
the end of his term. The three candidates who declared include Iliana Ramos Jones, Ron Mueller 

and Bobby Olszewski. Jones, a business owner and resident of Winter Garden for over 20 years, plans 
"to keep the special community feel that makes Winter Garden one of the best places to live, work and 
raise a family" as stated on her website. A Naval veteran, Mueller also held a position as the homeowners' 
association director for Lake Cove Pointe of Winter Garden. Low taxes, community services and a 
balanced budget remain his top priorities, according to his campaign page. CONTINUED PAGE 3
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Without an opponent, John Lowndes won 
the seat following the conclusion of the 
qualifying period. Mayor Dale McDonald 
will leave office on April 12. "I greatly look 
forward to working with four excellent 
City Council members and listening to 
your concerns as we help ensure Maitland 
remains a town we can all be proud of,”in a 
statement to residents. Lowndes, currently 
the vice-chair of the city’s Charter Review 
Commission, was first elected to Seat 4 
in 2013 when Phil Bonus admitted his 
patronage of an Orange County brothel. 
Lowndes attained his first full term win in 

Lowndes Elected Maitland MayorHenderson Hotel Continued...

Opinion: Progressives Wrong to Target 
Publix for Guilt by Association

CPAC Set for February 25-28 at 
Hyatt Regency Int'l Drive
Every year since 1974, the 
Conservative Political Action 
Conference has occurred in or close-by 
Washington, D.C. This year, the event's 
sponsor, the American Conservative 
Union, indicated a change in plans 
and that the convention is instead to be 
scheduled for Orlando in late February. 
Almost 20,000 attendees flocked to the 
event last year, only a half month prior 
to the declaration of the COVID-19 
national emergency. There will be 
many virtual elements to the event and 
planners highlighted their concerns 

Above: Current site. Below: Concept rendering of the Henderson Hotel.

Casselberry Chaos: 
City's Dramatic Political 
Saga Continues as New 
Commissioner Stages Circus

By J. LEFFLER - OPINION

    Last month's sparsely populated commission meeting in Casselberry 
(seen above) demonstrated the lack of public interest in the city's latest 
controversy over a Commissioner's apparently metaphorical remarks 
preceding events in the nation's Capitol on January 6, 2021. For all 
the huffing and puffing, the house certainly did not blow down for 
besieged Commissioner Mark Busch. So who was the boy who cried 
wolf? 
    Newly elected Commissioner Chad Albritton's politicization of 
city affairs isn't a new strategy. Plenty of radicals on both sides of 
the aisle do that all the time. Although this trend spiked heavily over 
the past few years in towns across the country, such divisions evaded 
Casselberry until this past year. The effort to bring in national political 
issues to local politics seems to stem from Albritton's desire to run for 
higher office, despite his slim resume and lack of experience.
    Aside from Albritton, the Mayor and Casselberry Commission 
as a whole agreed the entire episode to be a nothing burger, with 
Commissioner Anthony Aramendia saying: "It is a slippery slope 
when we're trying to control what the conversation is... we are limited 
to recourse by our city attorney." Fellow Commission member Mark 
Meadows stated in concurrence that "freedom is the bedrock of our 
society." Several residents also agreed, with one declaring: "Protection 
of freedom of speech goes for popular and unpopular speech." The 
Mayor pointed out the possibility the tapes in question were edited 
as well. In conclusion, Busch welcomed questions and admitted 
he,"walked into a [poor] situation."

Pictured: Casselberry City Hall. Credit: The Orlando Local News.

to the site known as the Lake Shore Motel. With a history in the lodging industry, the name 
Henderson Hotel seemed ideal to pay tribute to a family that has had a part in the lodging 
industry in Winter Park.".
    Though Henderson remains in limbo for now, proponents of the effort look to future elections 
in a long shot hope at the reviving the project. Adam Wonus, owner of Atrium Management 
and partner in the development, even attempted to downsize the project: "We dropped the 
building size by 41% to accommodate them. At some point that site will be something. Hotels 
are less detrimental to traffic than anything else. I would understand if we were proposing a 
giant shopping center. But a retail mall or a fast food restaurant, which will ultimately end 
up going there, is a different business model than a hotel. Their goal is to get as many cars in 
and out as possible. 17-92 is a commercial highway, so it will always have traffic. But a hotel 
will be the best way to mitigate that. Winter Park is a unique place and it deserves this kind 
of quality."
    On the flip side of the coin, local resident Leon Huffman expressed to WESH concerns 
about run-away development: "We feel this is the beginning of commercialization of the entire 
lake. This is a cancer that won’t end here. It will devour this entire neighborhood." Other Killarney residents 
pointed out that "much of the lake is already commercialized: Look no further than Trader Joe’s, Spa 810, 
Shake Shack, Orange Theory, Guide Well Emergency Doctors, Hillstone, Fortis College, Valley Bank, law 
offices, Ameris Bank, First United Bank and the Skyline Commercial Center... these all generate massive 
amounts of traffic for our neighborhoods. A hotel does not."
    The inevitable march of progress can be delayed, but never stopped entirely. The blight and stagnation 
witnessed on the Henderson lot point to an imminent need for the property's rejuvenation and repurposement. 
To build or not to build is a false choice. The dilemma is not if, but when the land will be developed. By 
expunging the Henderson Hotel from the works, the city commission inadvertently opened the door to the 
next dying strip mall, gas station or McDonalds. Like the beleaguered lots of 17-92, Winter Park deserves 
better leadership as well. Perhaps 2022 will provide an avenue to alter both.

public office in 2014, being re-elected unopposed in 2017. Lowndes also served 
on the Maitland Planning and Zoning Commission, the Maitland Community 
Redevelopment Agency, and the Maitland Electric Power Advisory Board. 
Lowndes will be sworn in April 12.

for the safety of those involved: "We 
believe that we can host this event in a 
safe and responsible way,” a spokesman 
for the American Conservative Union 
told Fox News, which first reported the 
convention’s move. The Gaylord Hotel in 
Maryland where the event took place for 
the last four years cannot host crowds of 
CPAC's size due to COVID restrictions. 
However, the usual cast of GOP speakers 
and lawmakers, including former 
President Donald Trump, are expected 
to appear also, with some exceptions. 
The event will begin on February 25th. 

By FRANCISCO GONZALEZ

    The cancel culture is continuing to come for every 
man, woman, and child associated with the January 6 
"Stop the Steal” rally in Washington DC. While there 
has been much focus on the letter "Q” in recent weeks, 
associated with the "Q-Anon” conspiracy theory that 
one element of protesters bought into, it seems that in 
Florida, attention has now been placed on the letter "P” 
as in Publix. 
    Julie Jenkins Fancelli, an heiress to the Publix Super 
Markets Inc. chain, was one of the largest supporters 
of the President’s rally at the ellipse outside the White 
House on January 6 – with reports that she donated 
$300,000 to help stage the rally. Before we proceed 
further, it should be noted that Mrs. Fancelli, one of 
seven children of Publix founder George Jenkins, 
specifically funded the rally at the White House – and 
had nothing to do with the riots that took place more 
than two miles away at the U.S. Capitol. Yet, given 
widespread media reports, readers may not know the 
difference as the President’s rally at the White House 
and the storming of the U.S. Capitol by rioters have 
constantly been placed as one singular event.
    After the knives came out for Mrs. Fancelli in late 
January, Publix immediately distanced itself from her. In 
a January 30 statement on the Publix twitter account, it 
proclaimed: "Mrs. Fancelli is not an employee of Publix 
Super Markets, and is neither involved in our business 
operations, nor does she represent the company in any 
way. We cannot comment on Mrs. Fancelli’s actions.”
    This is not the first time that the far left has come after 

Publix. During the 2018 election cycle, left-wing 
activists stormed into multiple Publix locations 
across Florida and performed a "die-in,” where 
protesters acted "dead” by laying on the floor, in 
the aisles, while customers and employees did their 
best to ignore them, while continuing to shop with 
pleasure.
     Their grievance then? Publix, with headquarters 
in Lakeland, had donated funds to a hometown 
candidate, Adam Putnam, when he ran in the 
Republican primary for Governor. Putnam had also 
received support from the National Rifle Association 
(NRA) and has also spoken many words in support 
of the NRA. While Publix had never advocated or 
given funding to the NRA, they were simply guilty 
by association and targeted by left-wing mobs 
who seek to bully companies that don’t get in line 
with their agenda. And here we are, in 2021, with 
the progressive left once again targeting Publix for 
being guilty by association. It is almost shameful, 
considering that Publix has stepped up during 
the pandemic, working overtime to provide food, 
supplies, medicine, and even a popular site for 
receiving COVID19 vaccines. Some on the left have 
publicly expressed that they will boycott Publix, one 
of Florida’s largest employers, during these times 
of economic struggles. However, most Floridians 
will continue getting in line for those Pub subs 
and respect a foundational virtue of the American 
founding: the freedom of association. 
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Opinion: Disney in Fantasy Land

By TIM MASON

 Walt Disney World 
recently announced 
a decision to remove 
certain "offensive" ride 
features in their Jungle 
Cruise boat adventure. 
Some of the features 
slated to be removed 
include natives, shrunken 
heads, and witch-doctors 
(please be advised this 
story contains graphic 
details).
    The only problem 
with labeling these 
almost comical features 
as offensive? Many are 
grounded in history and 
fact. Try as they might, the 
censors cannot expunge 
the reality of witch-
doctors and cannibalism 
among at least some of 
the world's uncontacted 
tribes. 
    As recently as July of 
2012, authorities in Papua 

New Guinea arrested 29 
cult members accused of 
murdering seven witch-
doctors, eating their brains 
and making soup from 
their private parts. In the 
month of August, 2017, 
eight human ears were 
found cooking in a pot 
as police raided a witch-
doctor's home in South 
Africa amid claims he 
persuaded villagers to 
eat flesh to "make them 
bulletproof." A remote tribe 

 College students at the University 
of Florida can no longer act out 
their traditional "gator bait" chant 
due to alleged racist origins. 
However, the censors seem to 
apply a different standard to 
Congresswoman Val Demings, 
who recently uttered a phrase 

Opinion: Former Impeachment 
Manager Rep. Val Demings Labels 
Trump a "habitual offender” 
Despite the Term's Racial History

as doing so at one time or another, even today. So what's the point? Nobody 
believes that all natives or uncontacted tribes engage in this activity and it 
is insulting to imply so. But, spoofing the ones that do carries little harm. In 
short, Disney needs to lighten up and face the facts of history before they 
cannibalize their entire company!

"Heads Roll" as Walt Disney World 
Eliminates "Offensive" Ride Features

typically considered to be anti-
black by many in the community 
about President Donald Trump 
in the term "habitual offender." 
Instead of playing the race card and 
pointing her finger of demagoguery, 
Demings' district might be better 
served if she focused on real issues.

in the Andaman Islands near India recently  
murdered a young American missionary 
for no apparent reason. Throughout history, 
dating back to the age of Arab explorers' 
encounters with the natives, the people of the 
island were known  to resort to cannibalism. 
It is well understood that in the 1830s and 
1840s, shipwrecked crews who landed on 
the Andamans were often attacked, killed 
and consumed by the natives. 
    The islands, even until that late date, had 
a reputation for cannibalism. Though the 
vast majority of non-European indigenous 
populations around the world did not 
participate in this sort of depraved behavior, 
a substantial minority were at least on record 

Pictured: Casselberry City Hall. Credit: The Orlando Local News.

Pictured: Congresswoman Val Demings. Credit: U.S. House of 
Representatives

Above: A witch-doctor stands next to an elephant on Disney's Jungle Cruise ride.
Credit: Marshall Swanson.

CFX Expansion...
(continued from pg. 1)... during a recent virtual forum, Hawthorne 
addressed the issue of the expansion and sought to further inform  
the public on the project. "From 2013 to 2018, traffic on SR-429 
has nearly doubled. Growth like that has not only outperformed our 
projections, but most of those used throughout the State of Florida,” 
Hawthorne vented.Funded exclusively by tolls from the Central 
Florida Expressway Authority, the project will initialize with a 
roughly four mile portion of road from Tilden Road to the Florida 
Turnpike. Moreover, the expansion will encompass twenty-one 
sound barriers as a result of a noise study from  April of last year 
which located spots most likely to need new walls. One of the areas 
of current focus is Stoneybrook West Golf Club. Although a wall 
is not a pleasant sight, some drivers indicated they might be just as 
grateful for the barrier as residents. One person interviewed told the 
Local News: "I think it sounds like a pretty good deal to me. They 
don't get the noise and I don't have to replace my windshield!"

Resident Poll: Sarah Sprinkel Aces 
Winter Park Mayoral Debate

By  THOMAS CHAPIN

    A recent community poll conducted by The Orlando 
Local News found residents viewing Winter Park's first 
Mayoral debate believed Sarah Sprinkel won handily 
with 58% positive responses in her favor. Hosted by 
Rollins' Democracy Project, he two most important 

Photo: Candidates Sprinkel and Anderson pose 
for a picture. Credit: The Democracy Project

topics covered according to the responses were the place of the 
Mayor in city government and modernization, with Sprinkel 
emphasizing a balance of modernization and historical charm. 
    "I value highly all of our history," Sprinkel declared. "I’m also 
very proud of the fact that I’ve lived here for 49 years. In those 
49 years, I have seen so many changes, as has my husband 
for 66 years… Change happens, change occurs. We have to 
prepare ourselves for that. Darwin always told us that ‘It’s not 
the strong who survive, it’s the adaptable that survive.’ We have 
to be adaptable.” While Anderson seemed open to 21st century 
improvements to the town, he intimated his favor for "village 
charm" over growth and economy.
    Sprinkel's statements on the role of the Mayor in the city also 
received high marks: "The only role that the mayor has is to do 
two things: the mayor has to run the meetings and the mayor 
has to sign the documents," Sprinkel said. "Other than that, [city 
commission members] each have one vote. The nine years I 
was commissioner I knew my vote counted just as much as the 
mayor’s. So, it’s not anything that’s new for me."

Winter Garden Commission Continued...
Vying for District 3 is former City 
Commissioner Robert "Bobby O" Olszewski. 
Oslzewski's time in office lasted from 2012 to 
2016. Maciel represents District 3. Olszewski 
credits his love for Winter Garden and passion 
for service as his motivation for seeking 
another term in office. Growth management 
seems to be one of Olszewski's top priorities 
as explained in a recent statement: "by putting 
residents and community first in managing 
our growth." Prior to his latest run for office, 
Olszewski served in the State House of 
Representatives in Tallahassee until his defeat at the hands of Geraldine Thompson in 2018. 
District 3 incumbent Mark Maciel's record includes substantial experience in business and 
time in the US Air Force. Though Winter Garden's races refrain from partisan discourse, both 
candidates registered with the Orange County Supervisor of Elections several years ago as 
Republicans. The District 2 candidates' political backgrounds diverge on partisan lines. Jones is 
a registered Democrat while her opponent is a Republican. While partisan politics must be kept 
out of city politics, tomorrow's leaders often incubate within municipal government. As a result 
of the policy positions outlined by each of the candidates and their individual experiences, 
The Orlando Local News at the consultation of our Editorial Board, whole-heartedly endorses 
Ron Mueller for his Winter Garden values and Mark Maciel for his fresh perspective on 
government. While Olszewski's government experience certainly qualifies him for the role of 
Commissioner, we feel his experience better serves residents at the state level.

Above: Winter Garden City Center, Plant Street.

(Montague, continued from pg. 1) of former President Donald Trump, 
roused the audience. Lines for the event stretched out to the parking 
lot as bystanders listened from near and far. The rally was hosted at 
the Lab, a Parramore District organization whose purpose centers on 
utilizing and advocating opportunity zone policies established by the 
Trump Administration. Prior to the keynote speakers,  Ag. Commission 

candidate Matt Robinson and several other GOP officials addressed the crowd. Prior to the 
event, The Orlando Local News interviewed both Montague and Klacik. When we inquired as 
to how she believes the GOP must reach out to black voters, Klacik replied: "In my campaign... 
the biggest issue was going in and educating people and explaining [the things] Republicans 
stand for." As to whether she will run again, Klacik said she won't discount that from her future. 
Montague relayed harsh criticism of his opponent, stating "as for her record, she's a career 
politician with 527 excessive force accusations [during her time as chief]," which Montague says 
speaks for itself. Montague agreed with critics who claim Demings spends too much time on 
politics and not enough on legislating: "Absolutely, you can drive down the street and see that in 
Orange County we have 2000 homeless people and a major problem with human trafficking.... 
she's pouring out poison and we need someone to step up and look at what we can do from a 
local level as well as a Federal level." Montague also argued Deming's racially charged use of the 

words "habitual offender" were wrong and that "she 
is the offender." Though redistricting is not yet under 
way, Montague can be expected to face off against 
Val Demings in 2022 pending the outcome of any 
potential Primary challenge.
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GOD'S WORD WORDS TO THE WISE
"And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. 

But the greatest of these is love."
I Corinthians 13:13

"If freedom of speech is taken away, then dumb and 
silent we may be led, like sheep to the slaughter."

George Washington

COMMUNITY

 By ROGER SWANSON

    He has seen vast changes over a period of 70 years as boy 
and man in the citrus groves, yet Walter Phillips seeks to hang 
onto a different world —  a Florida of decades past that hardly 
survives in a modern era of urban and residential sprawl.
     The only surviving son of Dr. P Phillips who pioneered citrus 
groves throughout Soutwest Orange County, Walter Phillips 
now 76, looks back on a busy and active life but regrets that 
in the twilight of his experience such developments as Walt 
Disney World, industrialization and population growth are 
"destroying" the Florida he once knew.
    "The worst thing that ever happened to Florida," Phillips 
said, "was Walt Disney World. It marks the beginning of the 
end of a paradise that we had known here for so long. And 
everything has changed for the worse, and nothing can be done 
to retrieve it." A visit with Walter Phillips at his 20 acre estate 
in our area can become an somewhat eerie, almost frightening 
experience. For it is no secret that Phillips maintains a strong 
policy designed to keep unwanted visitors away. And those 
who do approach are warned by signs that no trespassing is 
allowed. Violators may be subject to prompt arrest — and 
Walter Phillips himself is a deputy sheriff of Orange County. 
Phillips calls his 20 acre area on a rise of ground between Sand 
Lake and Lake Serene a "bachelors’ paradise." Occasionally 
he will invite a friend or a long time associate to visit him but, 
now, he stays mostly to himself — and he likes it that way. His 
Moroccan style residence and adjoining buildings are a marvel 

Local Politicos Gather 
for Seminole County 
Committee on Government 
Accountability

 By MARSHALL SWANSON

    The Seminole County Committee for Government Accountability 
met recently in the local Altamonte Springs hangout, Friendly Confines. 
Matt Collins and other small government minded residents met with 
conservative leaders to discuss the state of county and Florida government.
    Among the attendees were Ben Paris, Chairman of the Seminole 
County GOP (though Collins' organization remains apolitical), State 
Representative Anthony Sabatini and his wife Francheska. Also attending 
were the Mayor of Oviedo and several commission members from around 
the county.

Local News Throwback: March 26, 1981: 
The Different World of Walter Phillips

of sturdy construction. Every door is steel and reinforced 
with steel. Walls are 2 feet thick or more. And the house 
has no windows. Yet the walls provide a marvelous 
kind of natural air conditioning. Inside, comfortable and 
stylish furniture rests on tile floors which also contribute 
to a cool and pleasant atmosphere. You note bookcases 
loaded with volumes; and a generally comfortable 
interior design.
    Born in Kissimmee, Walter Phillips began to work in 
the citrus groves operated by his father when he was six 
years old and he continued part and full-time until today. 
He still harvests a sizable number of trees on his present 
property. Offered a fine education by his father, Walter 

Pictured: Local conservative leaders group for a photo. 
Photo Credits: The Orlando Local News

Phillips attended Phillips Exeter academy in New 
Hampshire and Worcester Academy in Massachusetts. 
He declined to go onto college, although his brother 
Howard Phillips did attend college and became the 
professional spokesperson and heir for the Phillips 
fortune. Howard Phillips was murdered almost 2 years 
ago on a business trip to San Francisco.
    "Howard was always so polished, so well educated 
with such a degree of professionalism... he was a 
diamond of the family," Phillips said. "But I was the 
worker; I was the one that went out in the Groves and 
dug and did whatever was necessary – I was the chunk 
of coal in the family. (continued page 6)

Pictured: The home of Walter Phillips, son of famed citrus grower Dr. P. Phillips, once situated near Granada Estates. Page 
6: "No trespassing" sign (left), Walter Phillips (right). Credit: The Local News

By KATE SAMUELSON

    The golden glimmer of shovels 
filled the eyes of onlookers as city 
leaders in Windermere dug into 
the ground at the site of what will 
become the city's new municipal 
complex. 
   January 11 will be a date to 
remember, and as Mayor O'Brien 
stated, the ceremony marked a 
"big day" for a "small town." 
Windermere’s government complex 
housed in a 1916 school house for 
decades.
    Nearly twenty years prior, 
the city transformed the former 
school complex into the town’s 
police department, administrative 
department, public works office and 
commercial rental space. 
    In October 2020, despite the 
concerns of preservation-inclined 
residents, the town razed the 1916 
school house to make room for the 
new facility. 
    The town will borrow up to $5.2 
million for the project. "Ten years 
ago almost exactly to this date, we 
found our town of Windermere at 
a crossroads — a crossroads that 
occurred because at times we failed to 
invest in the most important resources 
for any successful enterprise: people,” 
O’Brien explained at the ceremony. 
  "When we worked to rebuild 
our leadership staff and our police 
department, we knew that having 
the right people and the right tools 
was vital to the success and future of 
our community. We understood that 

Pictured: City leaders participate in ground-breaking for 
new city facilities. Credit: Town of Windermere following the 
demo of the town's historic 1916 schoolhouse.

City of Windermere Breaks Ground for 
New Municipal Facilities

building for the long haul would require a long-term 
vision." Though most agree about the necessity of the 
new complex, many lament that the city's "long-term 
vision" came at the cost of culture and history, with 
Windermere resident Jessica Rosenberg remarking: 
"Once you destroy something like that, you'll never get 
it back."
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By MARSHALL SWANSON

    "Will you be my Valentine?" If that special someone says "yes," does Christner's 
have a treat for you! A local favorite for over three decades, Christner's Prime 
Steak and Lobster brings together the perfect blend of romance, class and savory 
dishes to make your Valentine's Day dinner one to remember for years to come.
    From their intimate piano bar to their private rooms, Christner's offers all the 
aspects required to make your evening cozy and fun. Unlike most Sundays of 
the year, Christner's will be open on Valentine's Day, Sunday, February 14th for 
normal hours (though space is filling up fast).
    The winner of The Orlando Local News Best Steakhouse Award, Christner's 
1800 degree furnace cooks your steak to sizzling and delectable perfection. 
The succulent lobster also serves as a regular favorite for long-time customers. 
Drenched in melted butter, the soft and tasty lobsters of Christner's Prime Steak 
and Lobster offer a mouth-watering sensation with no comparison. In addition to 
the unmatched dishes found at the restaurant, Christner's offers a wide selection 
of wines and carefully crafted cocktails to kick off the evening right.
    Founded by Russ Christner in the late 1980s as Del Friscos, the restaurant 
maintains a legacy of professionalism, class, tradition and delicious meals found 
nowhere else in our region. Currently operated and owned by David Christner, 
son of Russ Christner, the restaurant will surely leave you yearning to return 
for more on your next special occasion or night out. To make reservations, call 
407-645-4443, or visit: christnersprimesteakandlobster.com.

FEBRUARY 2021

WINING, DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

By JONATHON BRENTWOOD

    Tickets are on sale now for the annual Bach Festival in Winter Park, which 
will be returning this February. The 86th anniversary of the festival may be 
watched both virtually and in person, with smaller concerts and outdoor venues 
available for audience members. Special consideration will be made for the 
health and safety of participants and onlookers by both concert conductor 
John V. Sinclair as well as the Bach Festival Society of Winter Park.
    In absence this year: the 170-member choir traditionally accompanying 
the concerts. The festival will begin with a February 12th complimentary  
concert by Colin MacKnight, the Associate Organist and Choirmaster at 
Cathedral of the Incarnation in Garden City, New York. The concert will  
also include Concertos by Candlelight, a candle-illuminated Knowles Chapel 
hosting works by Mozart, Salieri and more performed by the Bach Festival 
Orchestra; Big Band Bach: Back Again, an outdoor performance of Bach's 
work rearranged in the big-band style by Rollins professor Chuck Archard.

Our Valentine's Dinner 
Pick: Christner's Prime 
Steak and Lobster

Residents Elated as Rollins' Bach 
Festival Returns to Winter Park

Call of the Wild: White Wolf Cafe Will 
Leave You Howling at the Moon for More!

By MARSHALL SWANSON

    Passing by the multitude of shops and bars on the Lake Ivanhoe corridor may leave some perplexed at 
where to start. From Swanson's Ivanhoe Row to M-Bar, this section of Orange Avenue contains some 
true hidden gems. One community favorite: the White Wolf Cafe. The White Wolf Cafe celebrates 30 
years in business this year and, despite the pandemic, continues to draw in regulars and new diners 
alike. The iconic atmosphere of the restaurant enchants visitors from their first step into the door, with 
the establishment's meld of antique furnishings and upbeat persona.
    Originally founded in 1991 by Michael Hennessey as an antiques store, the shop took its name 
from Hennessey's loyal dog Casper, a white German Shepherd and common fixture in the early years 
of the White Wolf. His passion for antiques led him to open the enterprise. Michael began his shop's 
transformation inadvertently after selling ice cream and snacks for customers (he also happened to be 
one of the first dispensers of Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream). Soon, other items like salads and sandwiches 

Connoisseur's Corner: Admiral Cigar 
Club Places You in Command

By MARSHALL SWANSON

    Though the sounds of target 
practice and the cadence of 
marching trainees no longer 
permeate the shores of Lake 
Baldwin, one local cigar lounge 
pays homage to the memory of 
the area's history with military 
fanfare. Flanked by iconic photos 
and memorabilia of the Second 
World War, Admiral Cigar Club 
offers smokers an experience 
found nowhere else in Florida.
    In a tribute to the heritage of 
Baldwin Park's Naval origins, and 
that of the greater Orlando area, 
former U.S. Marine and owner 
of Admiral Cigar Club, Miguel 
Crespo founded his business on 
July 4, 2016. Crespo's own tenure 
in the military and his family's 

were added to the menu. In the early 1990's, 
Hennessey met his wife, Anne Marie. 
    The couple operates the restaurant as a team. 
Though the quality and one-of-a-kind ambience 
remain the same, the White Wolf's layout has 
changed over the years. Additions over the years 
include the restaurant's famous bar made from an 
old bank building, as well as the walls of Orlando's 
old city hall (detonated in Lethal Weapon 3), 
currently used as table tops. Though Michael's 
ingenuity has him looking toward the future, 
he always keeps one foot in the past. The store's 
transition from antique market to restaurant never 
entirely came full circle, as many of the decorations, 
lights and pictures remain on sale today. Whether 
you're buying a Tiffany Lamp, or just their famous 
chicken sandwich, your time and money will be 
well spent at the White Wolf Cafe.

background emigrating from 
communist Cuba inspired much 
of patriotic paraphernalia in the 
lounge as well.
    The former Navy base once 
served as a training center. In 
fact, the Orlando Naval Training 
Center only touched the surface 
of military activity in Orlando. 
The area operated as a military 
hub, which  also included the old 
Orlando Air Base (now Orlando 
Executive Airport) and McCoy 
AFB (now MCO, formerly Pine 
Castle Air Base). One of the only 
military remnants left in the area 
is nestled near Baldwin park at 
the Army Reserve Center.
    During a recent interview with 
Agents of Innovation podcast 

host Francisco Gonzalez, 
Crespo expounded on the 
significance of the photographs 
and military decor: "It's good to 
expose the younger generation, 
even if it's subconsciously, to 
what's around them. When you 
look on the back and you see 
50 or 60 years of history staring 
upon you— you say : 'who are 
those guys?' Those are the guys 
who made it happen... Those 
are the kind of folks we need 
to idolize as heroes... That even 
when they experienced the 
most difficult circumstances 
they still rose to the occasion. 
That's what it means to be an 
American."
    The sense of tradition and 
history found in the lounge also 
reflects the clientele. Admiral 
Cigar presents to guests an 
oasis where gentlemen and 
ladies can be themselves. The 
lounge is simultaneously a 
place of solace and place of 
community.
    From their wide range of 
cocktails and spirits to the 
unequaled atmosphere and 
friendly staff, Admiral Cigar 
encapsulates the essence of 
every cigar aficionados' dream 
and reminds all who enter of a 
time when all gave some and 
some gave all.
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BUSINESS NEWS

Be sure to visit our recently refurbished website. Our easy to read 
format and revamped navigation allows for swift access to our 
latest articles. Readers may also find a fully updated archive of past 
articles and issues. A historical archive continues to be developed 
as well as our letters to the Editor page. And, don't forget to 
subscribe through our online subscription portal! Our website 
may be visited from any of three names: LocalNewsOrlando.com, 
TheOrlandoLocalNews.com, and OrlandoLocalNews.com.

By MARSHALL SWANSON

    Born in Italy, Aldo Santona 
provides customers with top 
notch service based on a lifetime 
of expertise. "My family was in 
the furniture business in Italy. I 
started working in it as a young 
man. Then I branched out to 
jewelry. I worked ten years as a 
model maker in jewelry. Later, 
I opened Gadit 74 in 1974, 
my store in Sassari, Sardinia. 
Then, I came back and moved 
to Florida in 1979." Santona 
opened Aldo's Fine Jewelry that 
very year.
    One of the oldest and best 
known jewelers in the Dr. 
Phillips area, Aldo's wide 
selection beckons buyers far 
and wide, with stones curated 

Aldo's Fine Jewelry Brings 
Glitter and Glow to Your 
Valentine's Day Celebrations

The Orlando Local News 
Undergoes Website Upgrade

Local Container Guru 
Thinks Outside the Box

By MARSHALL SWANSON

    Reid Hoffman, co-founder of LinkedIn, rightly articulated what it means to 
be an entrepreneur: "All humans are entrepreneurs not because they should 
start companies but because the will to create is encoded in human DNA." 
Andrew Buttitta lives the manifest meaning of this quote each and every day. 
How can conventional objects be used in an unconventional manner? That is 
the question which led Butitta to think outside the box, literally and figuratively.
    "Perhaps," he imagined, "shipping containers can be re-purposed." Years 
ago, he witnessed regular people with a problem: the financial sinking sand  of 
storage units. And so, he envisioned a way to refurbish old cargo boxes, while 
keeping his clients out of the entanglement of corporate greed.
    In founding Munro Central Florida Containers, Buttitta allows for an 
alternative to both storage units and overpriced portable storage containers. 
His clients not only adapt the boxes for storage, but also transform the cargo 
units into everything from restaurants to housing and even extra garage space. 
In Florida's pro-economy climate, stories like Buttitta's grow by the month, and 
thanks to his business savvy and innovation, we can all save a little more room.

(continued from page 4). "So 
I feel that I have a right to 
my privacy. And I will warn 
anybody to stay off my property 
unless they are especially 
invited to come in."
    Among the many fascinating 
aspects of the Walter Phillips' 
place is a now-seldom used 
airstrip, 3000 feet long. Phillips 
long was a pilot and served 
during World War II in coastal 
patrols. He also was active in 
the Civil Air Patrol. If Walter 
Phillips is in the right mood, he 
enjoys talking about the past and 
showing visitors his property. 
    "See the lake out there," he 
may say. "It’s 11 feet lower 
now than it was in 1960 and it’s 
been declining especially ever 
since Disney came here. As I 
say, Disney is the worst thing 
that ever happened to Central 
Florida. Everybody says they 
want tourists and they want 
tourist dollars. But what good 
is it; what good is money, what 
good are tourists if paradise is 
spoiled… And believe me our 
paradise has been spoiled.”

Over his many decades, Walter 
Phillips can recall extremes of 
weather but he says he rarely can 
remember a year which matched 
the severe cold this last January. He 
speaks of it as being the widespread 
cold wave of memory, although on 
one or two occasions temperatures 
did drop lower for a night or two. 
But it was the sustained nature of 
this cold wave that was so severe. 
Walter Phillips recalls as a boy that 
the weather was so warm almost 
every winter he could swim any 
day in the lakes of Central Florida; 
but now, of course, with seemingly 
increasing cold waves that has 
become improbable.
    "The water level is falling, the 
lakes are getting lower and that 
affects our climate adversely," he 
said. "You can’t have 500,000 
people flushing the toilet six times 
a day and not expect to have a bad 
effect on the water and quality of 
living."
    Zealously intent on his privacy, 
Walter Phillips believes that he has 
found the right definition of proper 
neighbor: "that’s someone who 
lives 10 miles away and is too busy 

to visit you." It is generally known 
that Phillips keeps shotguns and 
rifles throughout his house including 
a .22 calibre pistol that fire cyanide 
tipped bullets. In fact, when he was 
visited recently he pulled out his 
revolver and fired it at a stone at the 
base of a citrus tree to demonstrate 
his marksmanship. 
    In his earlier years he was a totally 
expert shooter, but with slightly 
failing health, now, he has somewhat 
less of an aim. But Walter Phillips has 
set up a careful protection system for 
his property and he knows instantly 
when someone crosses through his 
gate. 
    Philosophically a conservative, 
Walter Phillips laments the trends 
and government and political 
philosophy that have changed 
America so much over the last 
several decades. His business card 
warns against the dangers of liberals 
and communism. A chat with Walter 
Phillips is fascinating for many 
reasons one being the knowledge of 
he has of the past. For example, did 
you know that the area around Bay 
Hill in South bay was once known 
as Zante (for a Greek island) and that 
in the 1930s there was no settlement 
of any kind between Vineland and 
Windermere? At that time Vineland 
had perhaps two dozen houses, 
larger than it is today, and was  a rival 
for Windermere which had only 
about 60 homes during that period.
  Walter Philips seemingly has 
enjoyed his life alone. He’s proud 
of the fact that his experience has 
been largely based on hard work 
and he boasts that he never received 
any gratuity of blessings from 
family wealth but earned all that 
he has himself. Phillips does have 

neighbors, including supervisors and workers at what is left of 
Granada Groves, a citrus operation on the fringe of his property. 
Dan Sullivan, and Ralph Mackey speak highly of Walter 
Phillips as do the others in the area. Among his old friends and 
aids of many years is Henry Ford Junior who has been a devoted 
assistant. Walter Phillips' days are now spent reminiscing about 
the past. "The problem is," he says, "that no one really gives a 
damn about the fact that Florida has changed, that it’s not nearly 
as pleasant and beautiful as it used to be; no one seems to give a 
damn." In good health most of his life, Walter Phillips suffered 
from glaucoma and other eye diseases several years ago and 
suddenly went blind. Through surgery and other  treatments, he 
regained his sight and now sees well. Rather small in stature, 
Phillips wears heavy-rimmed glasses and is nearly bald. 
    Despite his somewhat rough exterior and his reluctance to 
have visitors, he does seem to enjoy talking when someone 
manages to make an appointment. He enjoys reminiscing over 
the old days and recalls the vast citrus empire that has just about 
disappeared from our area. Walter Phillips has a parting word for 
sightseers for those who might have a curiosity be about life on 
his property. He wants no visitors, nor will tolerate any who are 
not invited. It is mystery that he maintains a cache of firearms – 
and that he would not hesitate to confront an intruder. Phillips 
remembers an episode in which a group of men, perhaps by 
mistake, drove onto his property one night. By his secret alarm 
system he knew that someone had entered the place, so he 
grabbed a shotgun and went on the roof of his home. The car 
containing the three men drove up and Phillips warned them that 
they were on private property and must leave. One of the men 
replied, "we know our civil rights and we can go anywhere we 
want to." To which Phillips responded, "well that’s just fine"… 
And then, holding his shotgun a loft, said, "this is my civil rights."

Pictured: Mr. Aldo of Aldo's Jewelry (right) speaks with customers. Credit: Aldo's Fine Jewelry.

Pictured: Andrew Buttitta, owner of Munro Central Florida Containers.on premise by Italian 
craftsmen. Asked about 
the most rewarding aspect 
of his work, Santona said: 
"Seeing a smile in the 
customer's face." Whether 
proposing to that special 
someone or simply buying 
a gift, now is the perfect 
time to visit as the store 
runs a Valentine's special 
with 20% to 50% off most 
jewelry in the store and 
25% on engagement rings. 

Aldo's Fine Jewelry at 
4662 S Kirkman Rd, 
Orlando, FL 32811



THE ORLANDO LOCAL NEWS PAGE 7

E S TA B L I S H E D 1980
FEBRUARY 2021

TRAVEL: Valentine's Day in Paris (2017)

TRAVEL

By MARSHALL SWANSON

    Although Paris and the entire country 
of France remains under strict travel 
restrictions (like so much of the world), 
most look forward to a future when the city 
of love reopons her doors to visitors.
    In between now and then, all weary travel-
lovers can do is dream and wait as their 
wanderlust boils under the surface.
    Whether passionate about a love for 
wine, a love for the city, or a love for love, 
Paris remains an epicenter for romance in 
the minds of countless billions around the 
world.
    But once the city does resume its daily 
course of activities, what should a traveler 
expect? At this time of the year, several 
romantic hideaways exist in the city to 
enthrall any starstruck love-bird to enter. 
From our experience we recommend four 
restaurants of note (one literally, the other 
three figuratively). 

VISIT JOHN 
CRAIG'S ALL NEW 
POP-UP SHOP ON 
THE AVENUE IN 
WINTER PARK

Limited Time Offers
(407) 629-7944
339 S Park Ave.

Winter Park, FL 32789

    Quite literally, Bel Canto offers diners an 
experience of a lifetime: enjoy the sounds and sights 
of Paris' top opera performers as they serenade you 
and your sweetheart over some of the finest cuisine 
in all of France. Taking your request table by table, 
you'll be intoxicated with the heart-churning sounds 
of opera and the warmth of France's finest wines. 
And for those concerned about glasses breaking or 
mirrors cracking, though the range of the singers 
extends quite far, none have broken yet!
    Next up: the "1900 Room" at Beefbar Paris, 
formerly known as Le Fermette Marbeuf (top 
left). The "1900 Room" came about during the 
1900 Paris Exposition. Construction inaugurated 
in 1898 under architect Émile Hurtré, craft painters 
Hubert and Martineau, and ceramicist Jules 
Wielhorski. First owned by the Langham Hotel of 
rue de Mogador, the current owner, the Beefbar, 
upgraded the cuisine and restored the famous Belle 
Époque Art Nouveau architecture. Diners will 
take a romantic step back in time in this historical 

Advertisement

Top Left: Beefbar Paris. Top Right: Thoumieux. Bottom Left: Late night view of Tour D'Eiffel's 
silhouette. Bottom Right: Le Dome Montparnasse. Photo Credits: Marshall Swanson

monument and masterpiece of French 
genius.
    Third on the list: Brasserie Thoumieux. 
This special restaurant invites you to indulge 
in true French culinary arts and a time long 
gone. While the setting furnishes a purely 
French experience, the restaurant isn't as 
swanky as the rest of our recommendations; 
though, Thoumieux was conceived as a 
private dining room. Hôtel Thoumieux is 
at the heart of the 7th Paris district, close 
to the Eiffel Tower, and presents an ideal 
setting for art and history lovers as well as 

couples looking for a romantic stay. Our final 
recommendation: Le Dôme Montparnasse. 
Opened in 1898, you'll dine in seats once 
occupied by famed authors, celebrities, and 
American expats such as Ernest Hemingway, 
Sinclair Lewis, and Pablo Picasso. Renown as 
an American literary colony, guests fittingly 
feel like a character in a romance novel as 
they gorge their way through the scrumptious 
plates laid on the table. Dining at one of these 
restaurants, or all four-- you will discover the 
best Paris has to give you on Valentine's, and 
any day of the year! Bon appétit and bon 

30-70% OFF
Robert Graham · Peter Millar · Eton · Stenstroms 

Ballin · Zanella · Sand · Calder · Johnnie-O · DiBianco 

Gardeur · Hiltl · Samuelsohn · Hickey Freeman · Stone 

Rose · Brax · DL1961 · AG · Citizens of Humanity 

Mac · J Brand · Martin Dingman · And More

All Sales Final. No Reutrns or Exchanges.

THANK YOU!

Established 1996
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

About the Editor:

Marshall Swanson is the grandson of founder Roger Swanson. He is the current Editor of The Orlando 
Local News. He previously worked in the US House of Representatives, operated in the field of political 
activism and campaigns, as well hosting a radio program on both the AM and FM dial. In addition, he 
has travelled to Iraq on numerous occasions for charity and research which he submitted to Members of 

Congress and the National Security Council at the White House.

SUPPORT US!
Advertise, sponsor, subscribe

 
   or contribute NOW!

  www.LocalNewsOrlando.com

ABOUT THE LOCAL NEWS
    The Orlando Local News was originally founded by 
Roger Swanson in 1980. His founding of The Local 
News followed a distinguished career in media and 
public relations that began in the US Army Air Force 
and eventually took him to the Kansas City Star 
where he served as Travel Editor and Sunday Editor. 
Later, Swanson moved to Florida where he served 
as Vice President of Public Relations at Walt Disney 
World. He then branched out into broadcast news on 
Channels 9 and 6 in Orlando before founding The 
Local News.
      A one of a kind publication, this newspaper seeks 
only to protect and enhance the interests of the citizens 
living in these communities, to become a guardian in 
a sense of the beauty, the privileges, the freedoms 
and the challenges which make this area such a 
desirable and delightful place to live. We have no 
axes to grind; no particular philosophical or political 
point of view to expound. All of us engaged in the 

newspaper are neighbors or friends of these communities. 
The editor of The Local News is Marshall Swanson, who 
has been involved in radio, government, philanthropy and 
politics for many years. The main reason for the existence of 
The Orlando Local News is to bring a voice to a wilderness- 
a wilderness that lacks a voice, a point of view — or simply 
lacks the coverage of news, current events and personalities 
in these communities most wish to hear. Other publications 
simply have not paid much attention to these residents.
   We  refuse to submit to the pattern of conformity so prevalent 
among a majority of news publications in this area: out of 
touch, out of town corporate newspapers seeking nothing 
less than to gin up division and ideological propaganda in 
our homes. 
    The editorial board of this paper will certainly give 
opinions on matters and topics pertinent to the community 
represented in this publication. However, we will allow any 
of those opposed to our point of view a place to voice their 
opinions, unlike most papers in this area.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Full Portfolio of Letters Available Online at www.
LocalNewsOrlando.com

*************
Email Your Feedback At 

Contact@LocalNewsOrlando.Com

As a Winter Park resident, I want to thank you for your article exposing tax-raiser Phil Anderson 
and his continued interest in raising our taxes. This is the absolute last thing we need to do during 
a recession. It’s time we take Phil off the taxpayer’s payroll. – Steve, Winter Park

After reading your review of Hollerbach’s Willow Tree Cafe, we finally decided to venture up 
to Sanford to check it out. The German cuisine and huge draft beer mugs reminded me of a long 
ago visit to the beer halls of Munich. The live music was also incredible, especially loved the 
accordion! We will be back! – Eric S., Bay Hill

I was sad to hear of the passing of the legendary Michael Mennello. My husband and I have long 
enjoyed his museum and the wonderful art he and his wife have brought to our eyes here in Central 
Florida. He is now with the greatest artist of all time. – Miriam K., Winter Park

I have observed Charles Hart for many years, and he is a good man. But your article hits on an 
uncomfortable reality for many Orange County Republicans: he has not done the job needed. 
Orange County is not only turning bluer by the minute, but even the get out the vote rate for 
registered Republicans is much lower than other comparable counties. It’s well past time Orange 
County Republicans take a look within and rebuild the party with new leadership. Sorry Chuck. 
– Mike S., Orlando

Wow! What another great edition of The Orlando Local News - a much needed publication for 
our area.  The throwback about Dr. Phillips Marketplace gave us a bit of area history, the political 
articles keep us up-to-date on what’s happening in our community, Pastor’s Corner with John 
Harris - extremely interesting.  And, for sure I must mention your article about Jimmy, Johnny and 
Eckhard at Hollerbach’s Willow Tree Cafe, my favorite place to spend weekend evenings. I look 
forward to the [next] edition.
Marge F., Sanford

I just finished reading the online version and I wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed it and wish 
the Sentinel would be able to get more positive things to write about.
-Sherry A, Casselberry

Classic Car Spotting

A Note From the Editor
The secret's out! We're not the Orlando Sentinel! We pride ourselves in our dedication 
to honest journalism and pledge to remain steadfast guardians to the values of our 
community. With a focus on your interests, we put aside the ideological agenda 
pursued by so many of our corporate competitors. While we remain locally owned, 
our staff is slim and not backed by hand outs from an out-of-state, mega media parent 
company. At a time when so many viewpoints fall under censorship, we will always 
seek to express our opinions freely. Quality control is also of our utmost interest, and 
we therefore recognize the need to correct mistakes when they are made which occur 
from time to time in a humble operation such as ours. Often times in the copy process, 
technical issues do take place, and we appreciate your feedback when an error is made. 
Our hope is to further expand the Local News and provide a greater number of staff to 
maintain and advance both the quality of our online site and physical copy. To support 
the Local News, be sure to contribute or subscribe by visiting the link below.

This Month's Spotlight...

Above: Spotted near Conroy-Windermere and Turkey Lake, this 1988 Corniche II 
convertible  is a rare sight. Depending on the shape of the vehicle, the Corniche of this 
year and model may be sold for as much as six figures on the market. An experimental 
Corniche first rolled out in the late 1930s, though the modern version of the car didn't 
hit markets until 1971. Below: Seen near Hunter's Creek, this late 1968 Ford Mustang 
convertible caught the attention of passersby who submitted the picture to the Local 
News. See a classic car? Send in a photo and, if it prints, you'll receive special prize!


