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Politics are down to the wire as residents prepare to cast their votes. Due 
to a variety of factors, trends seem to indicate that Seminole County's 
long era of deep-red Republicanism may be coming to a close. The shift 

will mark a transformation similar to that of Orange County just two decades 
ago as a "Democraphic" tide swept the area. New waves of Northeasterners 
relocating to our state for sunshine, theme parks and economic benefits may 
mean a metamorphosis of the political leadership representing much of 
Central Florida. The pace at which this evolution occurs will be put to the test 
in November. Moreover, throughout the remainder of election season, we will 
keep a sharp eye open to monitor the roles outside funding sources and PACs 
play, especially in the most competitive races (full coverage may be found 
online at LocalNewsOrlando.com). We will be outlining our staff picks for 
the November 2020 election in this edition for most of Seminole County and 
Orange County, as well as some select areas of Lake and Volusia Counties. 
Read our full list of endorsements on Pages 2 and 3.
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During precarious time in our nation, political leadership 
matters, especially at the local level. Lately, the Winter Park  
Commission's lack of judgement and direction has baffled 

residents, especially in respect to the body's recent tax-hike attempt. 
A bright light for positive change and opportunity, Sarah Sprinkel 
embodies the leadership so desperately ...CONTINUED PAGE 4
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OPINION: Sarah Sprinkel Brings A 
Ray Of Light To Drab Commission

BOOK REVIEW: THE TIMELESS 
POETRY OF CECILY CROSSMAN

Local Author Cecily Crossman's Poetry Has Found A New 
Day, Being Republished After 50 Years In The Making

    Riots rocked the streets of America this 
summer following uproar over the tragic 
but statistically rare shootings of several 
unarmed African Americans by police 
officers. In recent weeks, the violence 
perpetrated by Black Lives Matter and 
Antifa made a home in our own city of 
Casselberry. Opposing right-wing and left-
wing protesters gather on a regular basis 
at the corner of 17-92 and 436 near the 
overpass to counteract eachother. The right-
wing protesters generally include Trump 
supporters and a  variety of independent-
minded moderates voicing concerns about 

COMMENTARY: WILL CASSELBERRY 
CANDIDATE CONDEMN VIOLENCE 
AGAINST POLICE?

voicing concerns about calls to defund police departments. Over the past few weeks, 
alongside the left-wing marchers were several radical activists and politicians, including 
Casselberry Commission candidate Chad Albritton. In a protest in August, activists from 
both sides attacked one another, prompting officers to get involved. Following a round of 
CONTINUED PAGE 5

By JEAN LEFFLER

FINE DINING: A NIGHT OF CLASS 
AND TRADITION AT CHRISTNER'S

It's five o'clock in the afternoon and, similar to most nights for the past three 
decades, guests begin arriving in droves to the dimly lit, mahogany-walled 
corridors of Christner's Steakhouse...CONTINUED PAGE 7

By MARSHALL SWANSON

Central Florida author Cecily Crossman is back in print. A collection 
of her poetry, originally written in the 1960s and 1970s, was just 
released. In a year that has seen...CONTINUED PAGE 9

By CHRISTIAN PHILLIPS

By FRANCISCO GONZALEZ
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ABOUT THE LOCAL NEWS
    The Orlando Local News was originally 
founded by Roger Swanson in 1980. His 
founding of The Local News followed a 
distinguished career in media and public 
relations that began in the US Army Air 
Force and eventually took him to the Kansas 
City Star where he served as Travel Editor 
and Sunday Editor. Later, Swanson moved to 
Florida where he served as Vice President of 
Public Relations at Walt Disney World. He 
then branched out into broadcast news on 
Channels 9 and 6 in Orlando before founding 
The Local News.
      A one of a kind publication, this 
newspaper seeks only to protect and enhance 
the interests of the citizens living in these 
communities, to become a guardian in 
a sense of the beauty, the privileges, the 
freedoms and the challenges which make this 
area such a desirable and delightful place to 
live. We have no axes to grind; no particular 
philosophical or political point of view to 
expound. All of us engaged in the newspaper 

are neighbors or friends of these communities. The 
editor of The Local News is Marshall Swanson, 
who has been involved in radio, government, 
philanthropy and politics for many years. The 
main reason for the existence of The Orlando 
Local News is bringing a voice to a wilderness- a 
wilderness that lacks a voice, a point of view — or 
simply lacks the coverage of news, current events 
and personalities in these communities most wish 
to hear. Other publications simply have not paid 
much attention to these residents.
   We  refuse to submit to the pattern of conformity 
so prevalent among a majority of news publications 
in this area: out of touch, out of town corporate 
newspapers seeking nothing less than to gin up 
division and ideological propaganda in our homes. 
    The editorial board of this paper will certainly 
give opinions on matters and topics pertinent to 
the community represented in this publication. 
However, we will allow any of those opposed to 
our point of view a place to voice their opinions, 
unlike most papers in this area.
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    Scott Franklin's recent victory over 
incumbent Ross Spano  signals a new 
era for the people of District 15. Spano's 
troubled history of corruption will now 
pass on to the history books. However, 
Franklin still heads into November 2020 
with a Democratic challenger hell-bent 
on promoting a left-wing agenda in 
Washington that most constituents find 
displeasing. As a former Navy pilot and 
respected community leader, Franklin 
brings the experience, integrity and 
perspective needed to get things done 
in Washington. Franklin's focus on 
traditional values and the rule of law 
serve residents well by supporting a 
pro-American agenda, the primary 
catalyst behind our endorsement. We 
look forward to following Franklin's 
first term in Washington, DC.

    Dr. Leo Valentin's outsider experience 
beyond politics and academia lend him 
the perfect resume for the job. However,  
Congresswoman Stephanie Murphy’s 
financial advantage and special-interest 
driven stranglehold on the district makes  her 
a tough competitor. Following the defeat of 
Congressman John Mica in 2016, the district 
also lost a senior member of Congress capable 
of bringing in desperately needed funding 
for infrastructure and transportation projects 
in the area. In spite of the impact of the 
Coronavirus pandemic and current economic 
malaise facing the country, the clock is ticking 
faster toward recovery. We need someone to 
represent the values of the district for the long 
term, and rebuild on the basis of pro-business 
policies. U.S. Representative Stephanie 
Murphy is not that candidate. Therefore, we 
strongly endorse Leo Valentin for FL-07.

UNITED STATES CONGRESS

SCOTT FRANKLIN CONG. DANIEL WEBSTER DR. LEO VALENTIN VENNIA FRANCOIS

FLORIDA STATE LEGISLATURE
With Winter Park turning blue and most of Orange County solidly in support of the Democratic 
ticket, there is a need now more than ever for reflection on the trajectory our area is taking. 
One of the last bastions of red in Orange County lies in the southwest corridor near the Doctor 
Phillips, Windermere, Ocoee and Winter Garden area. Recently, the long-time Republican seat 
flipped to Democratic with the election of Geraldine Thompson, a career politician under fire for 
ethics concerns related to the co-mingling of her charity and government office. Running on the 
Republican ticket: Bruno Portigliatti, a first generation immigrant and stalwart conservative. We 
feel her opponent's youth and business experience bring a fresh point of view to Tallahassee, and 
we therefore choose to endorse Mr. Portigliatti for this seat. In district 47, Anna Eskamani runs as 
a Democratic incumbent against Jeremy Sisson. Despite her lack of results and radical alignment 
with BLM, Eskamani will likely prevail in re-election as a result of her savvy politics. Neverthe-

JASON BRODEURCOL. DAVID SMITH

BRUNO PORTIGLIATTI JEREMY SISSON

less, we believe Mr. Sisson to be of the appropriate tenor for the 
people of the district, leading to our full-throated endorsement of 
his campaign for State House, as well as Rene Plasencia in State 
House district 50. Seminole County faces a similar predicament 
to that of Orange: seas of purple. The demographic change 
witnessed in recent years initially manifested in the loss of CD 
7 Congressman John Mica to Stephanie Murphy in 2016 after 
redistricting. However, seats on the state, county and municipal 

Since his first run for the Florida House, 
The Local News has consistently 
endorsed Daniel Webster on the basis 
of his firm Christian faith, strong 
traditional values and pro-freedom 
agenda. Webster's  humility, honesty 
and integrity remain unchanged and 
his dedication to the people of Central 
Florida remains his utmost priority to 
this day. We applaud his unwavering 
devotion to the values which make 
America exceptional. During his time 
in Washington, Webster has stood 
up to the establishment and stood 
against career politicians in a bid for 
Speaker of the House. For his stalwart 
conservatism and loyalty to his 
constituents, we once again supply 
our whole-hearted endorsement of Mr. 
Webster and thank him for his service.

Vennia Francois will fight an uphill battle 
against incumbent Congresswoman Val 
Demings. However, we feel that the 
people of district 10 deserve better than 
the demagoguery of Val Demings. An 
experienced attorney and graduate of 
Florida A&M, Vennia has devoted much 
of her life to public service. Serving under 
well-known figures such as John Mica, Mel 
Martinez, Mike Maher and Rick Crotty 
during his term as Mayor. Following 
her time in the public sector, Francois 
migrated to Lockheed Martin as a contract 
attorney in the Enforcement Division, 
stamping out financial fraud and abuse. 
We vehemently oppose the political 
games played by Francois' opponent and 
fully endorse her for Congressional District 
10, a seat that should be held by someone 
representing the values of our residents.

POLITICS
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
ANTHONY SABATINI

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
RENE PLASENCIA

(continued from page 2)... level remain 
salvageable for the GOP. One race at 
the forefront of news coverage is State 
Senate District 9, as Jason Brodeur 
battles Patricia Sigman, who recently 
received a high profile endorsement 
from the Orlando Sentinel.
    Now we'll add our two cents: 
Brodeur's experience as a legislator, and 
public servant  bring a unique benefit to 
residents and best reflect the interests of 
Seminole County's future. 
        A concerted yet effective effort 
is underway throughout all levels of 
elected office in Seminole County to 
incubate as many offices as possible 
with candidates from the radical left, 
including the opponent of Colonel David 
Smith (now State Representative). 
    Pasha Barker's endorsement from 
outside progressive organizations 
such as Run For Something prove 
this beyond a doubt. At the hands of 
outside influence, Seminole County's 
political transformation will continue to 
accelerate in an artificial and unnatural 
manner. Effective public servants such 
as Colonel Smith, who has sponsored six 
policy bills and 10 local appropriations, 
may be wiped out as a result, leaving 
the radical left at the helm of legislative 
districts and city commissions. 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
SCOTT PLAKON

FORMER STATE 
REP. BOB CORTES

COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL SEATS
CHRIS ANDERSON 

FOR SUPERVISOR OF 
ELECTIONSWith the lowest crime rate since the 

founding of Seminole County some 
107 years ago, Dennis Lemma's record 
speaks volumes of his leadership. The 
former Marine and career police Captain has 
brought safety and security to the county at 
a time when riots and looting spread across 
many cities in the country. His community 
oriented focus and leadership skills 
recently earned Lemma the endorsement of 
all five  county commissioners and across 
the board support from municipalities, and 
now he has earned ours.

Bob Dallari's record of smart government 
policy and people-focused growth make him 
best for the job of County Commissioner in 
District 1. His decisive leadership brought 
in thousands of new jobs and expanded 
opportunity for many more residents. His 
opponent Katrina Shadix seeks to place her 
green agenda above the needs of residents. 
For these reasons, we endorse Bob Dallari for 
re-election in Seminole Commission seat 1.

We fully support Matt Morgan for 
Longwood City Commission. Though 
Bob Dallari knocked Matt Morgan out 
for the count, the wrestler now faces 
career politico Kimberly Carroll in a 
new ring: Longwood City Commission 
race. His fresh perspective on 
government means an opportunity to 
advance the agenda of the citizens of 
Longwood, not special interests.

We endorse Chris Anderson for Seminole 
County Supervisor of Elections. Governor 
Desantis' appointment of Chris Anderson to 
the post of Seminole Election's Chief comes 
at a time when the integrity of our democratic 
process comes under heightened scrutiny 
from the public. Thus far, Anderson's tenure 
in office proves his merit. His transparency 
and innovative ideas has pushed his office in 
the right direction, promoting fairness and 
access for all.

MATT MORGAN FOR 
LONGWOOD COMMISSION

BOB DALLARI FOR 
SEMINOLE COMMISSION

RE-ELECT SHERIFF 
DENNIS LEMMA

LEE CONSTANTINE FOR 
SEMINOLE COMMISSION

Long-time Casselberry resident Bill Hufford 
faces off against radical leftist Chad Albritton 
in a bid for Casselberry City Commission. His 
experience in the private sector and as a public 
servant demonstrate a long track record of  
success in the reform and growth of the city. His 
moderate and pragmatic ideas sharply contrast 
the hard-left fanaticism of his BLM/Antifa 
aligned opponent. Moreover, his staunch support 
for local police means a safer community for all 
of us. For this reason, we strongly endorse Bill 
Hufford for Casselberry Commission. 

We endorse Lee Constantine for County 
Commission in Seminole. Like his 
family's namesake, Lee Constantine has 
vision. At this moment of uncertainty, 
residents of Seminole County need a 
steady course and a firm plan for the 
future. Constantine's experience as 
a public servant and history of good 
governance over the years makes him 
the obvious choice for Seminole County 
Commission during these turbulent and 
unpredictable times.

BILL HUFFORD FOR 
CASSELBERRY 

POLITICS

    Our decision to endorse a straight 
Republican ticket for legislative 
districts stems from the lack of 
substantive candidates found on the 
opposition party's line-up. 
    From their broad brush policy 
positions to their patronizing 
demagoguery, Seminole and Orange 
County Democrats fail to deliver 
on the practical solutions required 
to drive our community toward a 
better future.

A full list of our endorsements 
may be found online at www.

LocalNewsOrlando.com. To email 
us with your feedback, contact us 
at editor@localnewsorlando.com. 

Thank you for your support of 
The Local News.

Grant Maloy's vast experience and strong character 
make him an excellent choice for Seminole 
Clerk of Court. With endorsements across the 
ideological spectrum, Maloy can be trusted to act 
in a nonpartisan, fair and efficient manner in the 
execution of his duties. His handing of the COVID 
crisis and plans to merge court houses signify 
Maloy's fidelity to the people who elected him and 
honest government. We whole-heartedly endorse 
Grant Maloy for Seminole Clerk of Court.

GRANT MALOY FOR SEMINOLE CLERK OF CIRCUIT 
COURT AND COMPTROLLER
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GERALDINE DESERVES 
A NICE RETIREMENT

By MARSHALL SWANSON

    Geraldine Thompson wants a 
black woman to be on the Florida 
Supreme Court, just not one she 
disagrees with politically. In reality, 
who cares what someone's skin 
color is so long as they do their 
best?! Well, as it turns out, most 
radicals on the far left, including 
Thompson disagree. 
    But in today's identitarian 
culture, State Rep. Thompson's 
intersectionality agenda has collided 
head-on with her ideological 
underpinnings.
 Most people who have studied 
her recent campaign against 
Justice Renatha Francis agree 
that the Justice's qualifications 
unquestionably met the standards 
required for the position of Florida 
Supreme Court Justice. Moreover, 
as the first Afro-Caribbean 
American Judge on the Court, 

Francis' appointment would have made 
history. 
Nonetheless, Thompson issued a 
contrived and technical excuse for 
opposing this highly experienced legal 
mind.
    After demanding a black woman be  
appointed to the Court to replace Peggy 
Quince, an outgoing justice, Thompson 
pushed on with her effort based in pure 
partisanship. In spite of Francis' robust 
legal abilities and expertise, Thompson 
felt her appointment to be a constitutional 
threat: “I put my hand on the Bible and 
raised my hand to God and said I would 
protect and defend the constitution,” 
Thompson told the Associated Press.
    Thompson's portrayal of the 
appointment as unethical seems 
hypocritical and bizarre for a member 
of the State Legislature whose personal 
charity resides in the same space as her 
government office (so much for the 

Sentinel). Instead of Gumming up the works and spewing demagoguery, Thompson should 
be focused on the needs of her constituents and advancing a diverse slate of appointees to the 
court system and state government. Yet, time and time again, Thompson's do-nothing attitude 
seems to be stuck in the mold of political permafrost so often holding back career politicians.
    Our communities in Southwest Orange must find a new voice to represent the growing 
issues our state faces. Moreover, that new voice must possess the vitality and energy 
to advance our district forward within the Florida State Legislature. While Geraldine 
Thompson's lifetime in politics may seem an asset to some, most people feel she's grown 
stale to her constituent's wishes  and point to her lack of results as the prime example of 
her incompetence. But what of Geraldine? We happen to feel that after a lifetime of public 
service, Thompson not only needs but deserves a nice retirement to focus on her personal 
charity, family and all the hobbies and interests she's sacrificed during her terms in office.

OCTOBER 2020

LET'S SPRINKEL SOME SUNSHINE ON WINTER PARK!

(continued from Page 1)...needed in Winter Park. Her experience as a public servant and a 
former educator make her uniquely qualified for the job of Mayor. We sat down with former 
Commissioner Sprinkel to discuss her agenda if elected mayor. One of her chief goals will be 
to bring people together by examining problems impacting the whole community. From finding 
innovative solutions for traffic concerns to lifting up the disenfranchised, Sprinkel takes an 
approach geared toward advancing the interests of all citizens. That also means opposing large-
scale tax hikes similar to one proposed by city commissioners over the past few months.
    Sprinkel not only views solving big picture issues as key to a healthy and thriving community, 
but she also focuses on the smaller dilemmas people often overlook. Like many residents, 
Sprinkel felt frustrated at the amount of time elapsed between the initial request for heating 
at the Cady Way Pool and installation. Nearly five years passed before the effort bore fruit. 
Sprinkel remains dedicated to the idea of efficient government and hopes to curtail problems 
like these in the future.
    Another cornerstone of Sprinkel's agenda: budgetary reform and solvency. Her experience 
in government demonstrates a remarkable history of wise decision-making as well as a vast 
accumulation of knowledge on the subject of municipal government. Nevertheless, as a person 
of humility, Sprinkel acknowledges the need for every local leader, no matter what background, 

to listen to the qualified voices within city government on the majors problems 
facing the town. In terms of the budget, Sprinkel aims to hear-out the guidelines 
city experts put into place while taking into account the steps necessary to 
make the budget structurally sound and more efficient. "We need to trust the 
people we hire," Sprinkel explained.
    Perhaps the most exciting element of Sprinkel's campaign: her historic 
potential to be the first female Mayor of Winter Park. As a woman, Sprinkel 
feels strongly about the place of women and children in society, as well as 
family as a whole. "We need to be the community of family and not just culture 
and sophistication," said Sprinkel. She continued: "We can lift up all families 
in every part of our community, not just the Vias. Children and family are 
the reasons our community exists and I hope to put it back in our mission 
statement......I am a wife, a grandma, a teacher and a servant-leader."
    

ABOVE: Sarah Sprinkel stands next to a giant cypress tree in Winter Park. A 
proponent of growth and stewardship, Sprinkel's energy remains laser focused on 

making the lives of everyday citizens better through honest and efficient government.

Sarah Sprinkel Would Be Winter 
Park's First Woman Mayor

GOD'S WORD WORDS TO THE WISE
"First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in 
high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 

godliness and dignity."
I Timothy 2:1-2

"Those who would give up essential Liberty, to purchase a little 
temporary Safety, deserve neither Liberty nor Safety."

Benjamin Franklin

An educator for fifty years, 
Sprinkel holds a special 
sensitivity for the promotion of 
family and children, teaching  
a wide array of students from 
elementary school to the college 
level at both UCF  as an adjunct 
professor and Valencia as a 
Child Development instructor. 
We give Sarah Sprinkel an 
A+ for her vision and sense 
of responsibility to everyone 
in the community. While her 
rival spends his time making 
waves, Sprinkel concentrates 
her efforts on setting course— 
a course directed toward a 
better tomorrow for citizens of 
Winter Park by developing real 
solutions for the real problems 
faced by our city. From the large 
issues such as Coronavirus 
safety and traffic concerns to 
providing answers to the small 
things, her candidacy means a 
strong voice of leadership for 
Winter Park and a Sprinkel 
of sunshine on a commission 
plagued by inaction.

OPINION

Photo Credits: Florida House of Representatives
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WHERE ARE VANDERLEY'S PRIORITIES?

By MARSHALL SWANSON

Windermere, FL - Recently defeated 
Commissioner Betsy Vanderley spoke 
up about her concerns of boaters at Bird 
Island on the Butler Chain of Lakes in 
Windermere. Despite the location being a 
place of enjoyment and recreation for all 
residents for nearly fifty years, Vanderley 
has decided to try and curb the site's access 
on grounds of alleged underage drinking 
and purported ecosystem disruption.     
    We think that's code for "stay out of 
our hood." The lakes of the Butler Chain 
mainly see residents riding the waves, 
but several public access points also 
exist. Could it be that the established 

order doesn't like outside elements in 
their domain? Regardless, you'd think 
Vanderley's time might be better spent 
defending community historical sites like 
the Vineland Cemetery in Dr. Phillips, 
where the property currently sits under 
threat of being bulldozed by a developer 
hellbent on setting up another strip mall 
or low-end apartment complex.
    It isn't any wonder why she lost: people 
are tired of career politicians who fail to 
defend our history and veterans against 
attacks by big developers and special 
interests. Let's hope the next time she 
runs for office, she'll learn her lesson.

OCTOBER 2020

COMMENTARY: WILL 
CASSELBERRY CANDIDATE 

RENOUNCE VIOLENCE 
AGAINST POLICE?

(continued from page 1)...pushing and shoving by activists, one of the officers, 
Rick Muriah, fell to the ground as a result of the assault. The issues now raised by 
many residents come down to safety. With endorsements from radical leftists such 
as State Representative Anna Eskamani, some now wonder whether Mr. Albritton 
harbours the same anti-police sentiments as his counterparts in the BLM movement. 
As of early October, Mr. Albritton still has refrained from condemning this act of 
violence against the police. Whether conducted by protesters from the left or right, 
violence against  our men and women in law enforcement is never the answer.
    Mr. Albritton's campaign embodies a sweeping effort by the Democratic Party in 
Seminole County to incubate a new generation of left-wing candidates in order to 
flip the region blue. Bought-and-paid-for by far-left Democrats, including, Actblue, 
Albritton's campaign remains well funded by outside groups and donors. Many 
residents now fear that Casselberry will become the launching pad not only for 
Albritton's career, but many   future left-wing candidates hell-bent on force-feeding 
voters their agenda.
    Our city commissioners ought to be of the highest calibre, keeping order and 
holding fast to the voters' wishes. Instead of division and chaos, Casselberry deserves 
a candidate who promotes unity and lawfulness. Haven't we had enough rioting and 
protests? Haven't we had enough disruption in our community? Mr. Albritton it 
seems doesn't think so. Until he renounces Eskamani's radical endorsement, and 
condemns the violence waged by his leftist allies, he will remain anathema to voters 
and unqualified for office at any level.

O.C.P.S. BANS JROTC, CHEER-
LEADING AT FOOTBALL GAMES

By MARSHALL SWANSON

Dr. Phillips, FL - The highlight for many 
families during high school football games 
often comes just prior to kickoff as the band 
plays the National Anthem and the JROTC 
presents the flag. For others, the half-time 
show with dance squads and cheerleaders 
presents a special opportunity for mothers 
and fathers to come watch their children 
deploy their talents. But now that Orange 
County Public Schools decided to ban 
these much-loved events over Coronavirus 
concerns, parents and students alike are 
calling foul. 
    By prioritizing the contact sport of football 
above every other activity, the school board 
sends a clear message that some students 
matter and others do not. OCPS not only 
gives players special status above competing 

extra-curricular activities, but it also 
allowed CARES funding to go to football 
departments as well.
    But it isn't just pride of families at 
stake. Students' future careers hang in 
the balance. By deliberately picking and 
choosing the winners and losers (in this 
case, sports vs everything else), the school 
board also overlooked the vast number of 
scholarships handed out to students in the 
fields of the arts.
    In addition, by curtailing the JROTC's 
role before kick-off, the board subtly gives 
in to the anti-American demands of Antifa 
and BLM. Let's be safe but treat everyone 
fairly. OCPS should be ashamed of their 
leadership, or lack thereof.

As Developer Bulldozes Veterans' Cemetery 
In Dr. Phillips, Vanderley Zeroes-In On 

Innocuous Bird Island Boaters

OPINION: GOV. DESANTIS 
RIGHT TO APPROVE PHASE 3

    The State of Florida recently passed a new milestone in the fight to re-open: 
Phase 3 of the Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery. Experts 
cannot be sure as of yet whether the winter months will bring back a resurgence of 
the virus; but what is certain? The leadership of Governor Ron Desantis. Though 
many conservative lawmakers were frustrated and perplexed at his initial inability 
to thwart the pressure and constraints placed on his administration's response to the 
Coronavirus, most agree that his present course is the right one.
    On the left, scores of Democratic leaders criticized Governor Desantis for his 
supposedly lackluster response to the virus, all the while forgetting his former 
opponent's recent flirtation with drugs and prostitution. While not perfect, the 
Governor's leadership on this issue will support our state's recovery from the 
economic effects of the virus. Concerns about the virus' future resurgence could be 
warranted. However, a recent CDC report issued on September 10, 2020 indicates 
our knowledge about COVID-19 may be flawed, with newly updated infection 
fatality rates at less than 1% for all people under the age of 70. Of course, we should 
all continue to be safe by washing hands and wearing masks. But when facts change, 
our viewpoints must also — including our response to crises (or non-crises).

By TIMOTHY MASON

OPINION

Photo Credits: Dr. Phillips High School JROTC

Photo Credits: Getty Images

ABOVE: Officer Rick Muriah following an attack proptestors. (Photo Credit: Florida Watchman/Youtube)
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A STAR-STUDDED NIGHT AT 
CHRISTINI'S RISTORANTE 

By MARSHALL SWANSON

    From the minute guests step into Chris Christini's Restaurant, they encounter an 
extravaganza of unparalleled luxury and class. This superb dining experience attracts 
everyone from local regulars to Hollywood stars and musicians. World famous trumpet 
player Phil Driscoll recently gave a concert at the restaurant accompanied by accordionist 
Dariusz Grabowski. Playing the trumpet from a young age led to the sharpening of 
Driscoll's natural talent for music, ultimately landing him a Grammy Award and three 
GMAs. Throughout his career, Phil Driscoll performed for several Presidents, including 
Jimmy, Carter, Bill Clinton, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush and George W. Bush. His 
career accelerated within Christian ministry performing for several prominent American 
churches, including Billy Graham and his European crusades. 
    But his journey to the pinnacle of musical celebrity didn't start off easy. Following a 
battle with drug addiction, Driscoll converted to Christianity in 1978 and gave his life 
to Christ. His career blossomed and encompassed a wide variety of musical genres from 
worship to classical and jazz as well as country and R&B.
    Having delighted millions of listeners over the decades, Driscoll's spectacular 
performance  at Christini's sounded even richer with world-class Dariusz Grabowski at 
his side. The line up included several songs form his hit jazz albums like Erroll Garner's 
"Misty," among others. What attracts this splendid artist to this venue? Nothing less 
than the impeccable, world-class experience delivered to diners on a nightly basis. The 
restaurant's enduring legacy as a magnet to patrons from all over the world showcases the 
longevity, ingenuity and talent Mr. Christini and his team employ each and every night. 

WE NEED MORE 
PLAYERS LIKE 

JONATHAN ISAAC

By MARSHALL SWANSON

    When sports stars defiantly kneel during the Star Spangled Banner, they 
often complain they're only misunderstood. It isn't really about the flag, or the 
troops. If not the flag, if not the National Anthem, if not the men and women 
who defend our country, what is this display of disrespect about? They 
claim the protests center on unfairness wielded toward the African American 
community, all while those same players in the statistically majority black 
league take in multi-million dollar salaries. If players are so concerned about 
the plight of their fellow citizens, they should give their salaries away, or 
better yet run for office and try to change some things.
    No, instead, almost every player partakes in political grandstanding to 
seem woke and fit in the mold of the times. One player does not, and he may 
have the paid price: Jonathan Isaac's Christian heritage taught him to kneel 
for God and no one else. While the rest of his team knelt to the golden idol 
of fame and peer pressure, Isaac stood tall, epitomizing the scripture's model 
of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. But the brazen act may have cost him 
two seasons. Some now speculate his extra season in recess to be a result of 
this brave action. Regardless, we sincerely wish him the best in his career 
and implore him to maintain his stature as a model for Christ-like actions.

A Modern Shadrach? Isaac 
Emulates Biblical Hero In Stand 

For Faith and Country

LOCAL HAPPENINGS

ENTREPRENEURS 
FLOCK TO THE 

SUNSHINE STATE
Case in Point: 
Derrick Olson

By MARSHALL SWANSON

    Our year-round sunshine, friendly people and pro-business 
environment has one entrepreneur ready to pack his bags and 
head to Florida. Unlike many states in the north and mid-west, our 
welcoming tax code means that Florida will remain a playground 
for investors and businesses focused on fostering job creation 
and economic expansion— even during this time of stagnation.
   Launching a career at UPS in the early 2000s, Derrick Olson 
achieved the American Dream by pursuing his talents and 
not accepting a single handout. From blue collar origins, this 
logistics titan managed to engineer a successful business and  
imbue a lifetime of impactfulness toward the people around him.
    "After spending a few years sitting on the carrier side of the table, 
I quickly realized the opportunity to save businesses money on their 
carrier agreements was tremendous. Having only negotiated a few 
agreements, many logistics and transportation professionals were 
genuinely unaware of what the negotiable points of their contracts 
were," Olson said. Elaborating further, he explained that, "as an 
entrepreneurial minded individual eager to change status-quo, I 
pushed innovation in an industry where mediocrity and tradition 
had become ingrained in both strategy and decision-making." 
    His out-of-the-box mentality and innovative strategies have 
earned Olson a place of prominence and prestige amongst his 
competitors— and now, his soon-to-be fellow Floridians as well. 
With more and more people and businesses relocating to Florida 
every year, and far less working in traditional office spaces, 
Olson's decision to trade low temps for low taxes signals good 
things for Florida too: more jobs, and more growth. We welcome 
Mr. Olson to our state and wish him well in his future endeavors.
    

PAUL'S POEMS BRING LOVE AND 
LAUGHTER TO RESIDENTS

By STAFF WRITER

    From Romeo and Juliet to the latest soap opera, we've 
all watched those famous love scenes where the romantic 
couple recites their heart's desires. The only problem for 
most people lies in their lack of poetic talent. For residents 
in Orlando, you can bet that we no longer need to fret!
    Best known locally for his 1930s Remington typewriter 
and dapper appearance, Paul Felker of Paul's Poems 
brings love and laughter to all who encounter him. Within 
just a few short moments, Paul crafts a unique poem 
just for you, either on the funny side or the romantic.
    His charming demeanor and friendly attitude provide 
everyone with a truly fun and entertaining experience. 
Most days you'll find Paul at the recently reopened 
Mathers's Social Gathering, though now with the pandemic 
at hand, Paul tends to spend much of his time outdoors, 
including venues like Park Avenue in Winter Park as well. 
You will find two samples of Paul's work below as well 
as his instagram profile which you can find @paulspoems.

MY LOVE FOR YOU IS SPREADING

My love for you
Is spreading...
I don't care what 
The news will discuss
I'm not afraid 
To catch the feelings
You can't spell virus 
without "us"
Unlike all
The world's toilet paper
I will always be there
It's true
I swear, even if it kills me
I will never get sick of you

A SPOOKY LOVE POEM

You're not like the other 
ghouls...
I get goosebumps when we're 
together, 
I wouldn't call an excorsist
If your soul haunted me 
forever
You weren't afraid to possess 
my heart when others were too 
wary
Now you'll always
Be my boo-
I love you so much
It's scary....

ABOVE: Paul Felker writes poetry in Winter Park
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THE CATFISH PLACE HAS BIGGER FISH TO FRY... 
AND TASTIER ONES TOO!

(continued from page 1)... Pianist David Witte 
serenades diners with classic tunes from the Great 
American Songbook as friends, families and lovers 
sip on the finest cocktails and wines. An ambience 
of nostalgia and yesteryear meet the timeless quality 
of Christner's culinary experience, complete with 
succulent cuts of steak and the freshest and most 
delectable array of seafood in the United States.
    A favorite dining spot for Nautilus' Jim Flanagan, 
the restaurant boasts many prominent and well-known 
guests. Christner's attention to detail and classy 
atmosphere makes it a magnet for celebrities from 
all walks. On many nights, you'll spot professional 
athletes, political leaders and even Hollywood stars 
feasting on some of the tastiest dishes owner Dave 
Christner and his team offer on their menu.
    The story of Christner's dates back to the 1970s 
and 1980s as Dale Wamstad founded the Del Frisco's 
franchise of restaurants. The original Del Frisco's 
arose in New Orleans until Wamstad sought out a 
new location in Dallas. Russ Christner, Dave's father, 
fostered a friendship with Wamstad, ultimately leading 
to the founding of a Del Frisco's (now Christner's) on 
Lee Road in 1993, albeit with a distinctive charm and 
character. 
    Prior to the establishment of Del Frisco's, the 
site previously enjoyed a long history of restaurants 
including Tony Marino's, Bakerstreet Grill, and 
Morgan's Lobster House, but none beating the 
longevity and quality of Christner's. In the year 
2000, the family expanded the restaurant when they 
purchased the neighboring building, formerly Staub's 
and Nick's Boathouse to add the signature central 
lobby and port-cochère.
    Founder Russ Christner served as a constant 
fixture of the restaurant and always engaged in a 

a hands-on approach to everything, from the kitchen to 
the dining rooms. His iconic blue apron epitomized his 
humility and passion for serving his customers. Though 
Russ sadly passed in 2005 following a battle with 
Melanoma, his memory lives on in the hearts and souls of 
those he left behind. Today, David, his mother Carole and 
wife Alice carry on the legacy of Russ, in word and deed, 
renaming Del Frisco's as Christner's on June 2, 2013. 
To commemorate the occasion of their rebranding, the 
Christners held a "C-Party" to mark the special moment, 
complete with Champagne and Chocolate, Crab Cakes 
and Chardonnay, and Cheese and Craft beers. A facet of 
the restaurant that did not change? The superlative quality 
of the Christner's dining experience.
    Though this unique moment in history necessitates a 
slight decline in the number of guests to ensure social 
distancing, the establishment remains a thriving epicenter 
for restaurant connoisseurs and anyone with a taste for 
the finer things in life. Drop by Christner's today for a 
delightful evening filled with class, elegance and tradition.

Christner's Prime Steak and Lobster
729 Lee Rd Orlando, FL 32810

(407) 645-4443

FINE DINING: A NIGHT OF CLASS AND 
TRADITION AT CHRISTNER'S

By MARSHALL SWANSON

    Several months back, I called up a friend in Apopka 
to grab some lunch. We'd last dined at a tasty seafood (or 
rather freshwater food) restaurant the last time I visited but 
I couldn't quite remember the name. "What was the name 
of that catfish place?" I asked my friend. With a laugh, 
he replied: "The Catfish Place," before devolving into a 
"who's on first" style banter. But it was the simplicity of 
his answer that left me in astonishment (and feeling a bit 
silly). However, it is this humble reputation of down-home 
Florida cooking that makes the restaurant so appealing to 
diners from all around Central Florida.
    With lockdowns over in Florida (for the present time), 
most feel relieved at the prospect. Going out to your 
favorite restaurant or bar is an option again, and the owners 
of The Catfish Place were just as elated.
    We sat down with the owner of The Catfish Place prior 
to our brief day trip to nearby Wekiwa Springs. Bob 
Johnson's family founded The Catfish Place in Saint Cloud 
over four decades ago and later expanded to Apopka. In 

1973, Bob's parents, Steve and Judy Johnson, left 10-
year careers at Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
and launched a traditional cafe-style restaurant. With 
fierce competition, they knew something unique was 
needed to bring in more customers. That's when they 
developed a menu solely dedicated to featuring dishes 
native to Florida.
    Catfish, the menu's staple item, comes direct daily 
from Lake Okeechobee and not a typical fish farm. 
Bolstering the flare of the restaurant's cuisine, the 
owners eventually added soft-shelled turtle from 
local lakes and wild gator from the Central Florida 
marshes. To compliment these Florida specialties, they 
crafted their own coleslaw, hush puppies, homemade 
hash browns, sauces and breading mixes, including a 
customer favorite — fried pickles. Very few dollars 
were directed at advertising the establishment, and for 
good reason. The Catfish Place's larapin meals do so on 
their own. Word-of-mouth testimonials brought all the 

OCTOBER 2020

brought all the business the restaurant could ask for and 
news of the delicious menu spread like wildfire.
    Sadly, Steve passed away in 2005, though his legacy 
has been extended to the next generation. Over the years, 
all five children: Bob, Jeff, Alan, Deana and Randy 
have had a hand in the restaurant business. Deana and 
Randy focus on the Saint Cloud branch while Bob and 
his wife Elaine own and operate the Apopka location.
    The Apopka restaurant resides in a turn-of-the 
century railroad depot, housing a fascinating collection 
of antiques and collectibles. You'll feel right at home 
amid the charming decor, Florida cooking and southern 
hospitality offered by this longtime Florida family.

2324 13th St, St Cloud, FL 34769 
311 S. Forest Avenue Apopka, FL

FINE DINING

Photo Credit: Christner's Prime Steakhouse and Lobster
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By MARSHALL SWANSON

   War Hero, Real Estate Titan, Philanthropist — Bill 
Demetree's mark on our community and his service 
to our nation remain part of a lasting legacy. From 
the skies of Europe in the Second World War to his 
role in the establishment of Walt Disney World, Bill 
Demetree played a critical role in the betterment of our 
nation and world. Demetree's humble beginnings in 
Tallahassee, Florida soon gave way to soaring heights, 
both literally into the wild blue and figuratively in his 
real estate career.
    Prior to his military service, Demetree completed 
his college education at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology. In the US Army Air Force, Demetree 
carried out his duty with valour and bravery, earning 
the Soldiers Medal, a Purple Heart, the Bronze Star, 
the Air Medal with Seven Oak Leaf Clusters, the 
Mediterranean Theatre of War, the Croix De La 
Victoire de Chevalier, the Croix Allies, the Medaille 
D'Europe, La Croix du Combattant de l'Europe and 
Krzuz Zaslugi (Rzeczpospolita Polska) for bravery in 
saving his crew from their burning plane. Following 
the War, Demetree witnessed the needs for his fellow 
veterans to attain affordable housing. And so, with his 
innately enterprising spirit, the young entrepreneur 
set his sights on the development of these homes, and 

eventually offices, apartments, hotels, downtown high 
rises and luxury resorts. Perhaps the most formative 
moment for Demetree's career came during the 1960s 
as Walt Disney sought out a new location for his Florida 
theme parks. Through his keen business savvy and 
unique sense of real estate, Demetree helped to broker 
deals to make those dreams come true — dreams which 
today have brought millions of people quality time and 
happiness with their friends, family and loved ones in 
Orlando, Florida.
    But his ventures didn't end in Orlando. Demetree 
expanded his reach internationally as far and wide as 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Sharjah in the United 
Arab Emirates. Though his global expansion took him 
around the world, Bill Demetree maintained his home-
town relationships and frequented the University Club, 
the Country Club of Orlando and the Citrus Club where 
he visited with his many friends on a regular basis. 
Despite his massively successful career, Demetree never 
lost his down to Earth touch and sense of proportion. 
Throughout his life, Demetree enjoyed an active hand 
in philanthropy and the community, most significantly 
as a stalwart supporter of the Boys and Girls Club of 
Central Florida, Central Florida, donating large swaths of 
land to the organization in a campaign to provide better 

THE BILL DEMETREE LEGACY: 
SERVICE AND FAITH

COMMUNITY

conditions for underprivileged children and adolescents. He also 
served as a member of the Knight of the Equestrian Order of 
the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem and the Knights of Columbus. 
A lifelong Catholic, Demetree's faith permeated every aspect 
of his being and he regularly attended St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church. His countless awards demonstrate Demetree's 
personal integrity and love for serving those around him. Today, 
his family carries on the family legacy, with his daughter Mary 
L. Demetree at the controls. Mary Demetree's own history in the 
family business began at a young age as she learned from her 
father. It wasn't an easy hike to the summit. 
     As a woman, Mary Demetree overcame a wide array of 
obstacles on the road to mastering the business of real estate and 
opened the door for many more to join her ranks. Graduating 
from the University of Alabama, Demetree returned to Winter 
Park in the 1980s where she further cultivated her skills. In the 
1990s, Demetree assumed command and growth has mounted 
exponentially. Like her father Bill, Mary Demetree carries a 
strong Christian faith in her heart and encourages anyone with 
the willpower and talent to pursue real estate and development as 
a career: "If you think you've got the God-given talent, don't be 
afraid to use it, we are supposed to give our gifts to the world."

Photo Credit: Demetree Global



THE ORLANDO LOCAL NEWS PAGE 9

E S TA B L I S H E D 1980
OCTOBER 2020

MARILYN MENNELLO'S LEGACY LIVES ON IN 
HUSBAND'S WORK

By MARSHALL SWANSON

    Over the years, Michael and Marilyn 
Mennello established a reputation as stalwart 
patrons of art not only in Central Florida but 
throughout the nation. An inseparable duo, the 
Mennellos turned their attention away from 
their successful careers following years in 
business to promote the arts for all to enjoy.
    The story begins in 1969 when Marilyn 
Mennello stumbled upon Earl Cunningham's 
works and witnessing the aesthetic beauty of 
his paintings. From then on, her conversion 
and ultimate evangelization of his work began. 
    Beginning in the early 1980s, the couple 
collected a vast number of Cunningham's 
paintings and displayed them in their home. 
Eventually, Michael and Marilyn Mennello 
donated much of their collection to museums 
nationwide including but not limited to 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY, 
The Smithsonian American Art Museum, 
Washington, DC, The High Museum, Atlanta, 
GA, and the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk 
Art Center, Williamsburg, VA, and others, 
establishing a national legacy.
    Crowning their achievement: the Mennello 
Museum of Art in Orlando's Lochaven Park. 
In the late 1980s, the Mennellos extended 
their collection of American Art and supported 
museums with contributions to the Cornell 
Museum at Rollins College in Winter Park, 
the Orlando Museum of Art, and the Daytona 
Museum of Arts and Sciences.
    Though Marilyn passed in 2006, her legacy 
lives on in the work of Mrs. Mennello's 
husband Michael and in the Congressional 
Record thanks to Congressman John Mica.

By FRANCISCO GONZALEZ
 
(continued from page 1)... much suffering 
and division, her book, appropriately 
titled New Day, will bring laugh-out-loud 
laughter to all people. Her late husband, 
civil rights leader Ken Crossman, was 
known locally for decades here in Central 
Florida for bringing people together across 
racial divisions. Crossman’s book is now 
poised to unite people through many smiles. 
There are also heart-warming poems that 
might make some cry, and others that will 
make many see a little bit of themselves.
    The collection was ranked as Amazon’s 
number one new release in its first week. 
That should bring pride to all who champion 
the legacy of a great many authors in 
Central Florida’s history. 

    “After 50 plus years I was encouraged 
by friends and family to add a few new 
poems and republish New Day. It’s very 
gratifying to see how it has been received,” 
said Crossman. Of course, it may have been 
best received by her children, including 
local businessman and philanthropist John 
Crossman, who simply said, “I’m proud of 
my mom.” We are too. 
    New Day is priced at $9.98 on Amazon 
and is also available at Barnes and Noble. 
It will make a great gift for any season. 
If Cecily Crossman’s poetry could get her 
and others through the turbulent unrest of 
the 1960s and 1970s, surely it will help us 
all get through the strange year of 2020, 
proving the timelessness of her work.

BOOK REVIEW: THE TIMELESS 
POETRY OF CECILY CROSSMAN

Each week we will begin posting throwbacks from Central Florida history. It is 
your job to guess the location and win a special prize. Here's a throwback to 1879 
in Orlando, Florida. But where is it? If you can guess the right area of town (cross-
street/district), we will give out a free VIP membership to The Orlando Local News 
press club for a year, and supply you with a complimentary ticket to our upcoming 
Best of Central Florida Awards 2020 banquet. 

CAN YOU IDENTIFY THIS PICTURE?

GOT DEBT?
CALL JON WILSMAN
AT 407-378-0479

*NEST EGG FINANCIAL IS A REFERRAL COMPANY FOR ATTORNEY RELATED DEBT VALIDATION AND MANAGEMENT SERVICES. NEST EGG FINANCIAL 

ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR DEBTS AND IS STRUCTURED AS A CONSULTING COMPANY.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

ARTS & LITERATURE

Photo Credit: Demetree Global

Photo Credits: Mennello Museum of Art; U.S. Congressional Record

Photo Credits: Cecily and John Crossman
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WINTER GARDEN TRAIN MUSEUM 
INCLUDES ALL THE BELLS AND WHISTLES
By JON GRANGER

    It's been nearly two years since the last 
Winter Garden train exposition brought a 
vintage Clinchfield Engine into town. For those 
watching the sight, a sense of nostalgia melted 
the hearts of long-time residents. The tracks 
upon which the train moved were neglected for 
decades until the day the venerable old engine 
chugged along the rails once more in 2018.
    An article from The Local News in 1983, seen 
right, shows one of the last locomotives to run 
on the Florida Midland line before dissolution. 
Running from the Vineland area (near the 
mosque on Apopka-Vineland Rd), the Florida 
Midland Railway brought lumber, vegetables 
and citrus through the Dr. Phillips to Ocoee. 
The now defunct railroad once meandered 
through the upscale Bay Hill  community 
and the town of Windermere on the way to 
Northwest Orange County and Southwest 
Seminole County.
    In an interview with Orange County 
Scrapbook, local historian Phil Cross explained 
that "two railroads served West Orange 
County in the earliest years of development 
and agriculture: the Orange Belt arrived in 
November of 1886 and the Tavares and Gulf 
Railroad in 1899." 
    The Orange Belt was a Narrow Gauge 
Railroad, with 36 inches of space between the 
rails. A Standard Gauge Railroad is 4 foot, 8 
1/2 inches. Though rudimentary, the Orange 
Belt operated as the longest narrow gauge 
railroad east of the Mississippi River at a total 
of 157 miles of track compared to the Tavares 
railway with only 38 miles of track.
    But Central Florida's rich history of rail 
extends far beyond the confines of Southwest 
Orange County. The bulk of Florida's rail 
history began in the 1860s following the 

Civil War as investors identified the need for 
passenger and freight travel. In 1900, competing 
railroads merged leading to the creation of the 
Atlantic Coast Line Railway (ACL). The ACL's  
dominated throughout the 20th century until 
1967 when it merged with the Seaboard Air Line 
Railroad.
    Eventually, the Seaboard System completed a 
final merger in 1980, transforming into the CSX 
corporation. During the post-World War II era, 
rail travel declined significantly, opening the door 
for government reform and the establishment of 
Amtrak as the national commuter rail service.
    Though the merger initially seemed effective, 
the government backed monopoly never attained 
the profitability of airlines or freight. Today, 
Amtrak still services many locations in Florida, 
however, past routes also extended to many 
more now-defunct stations such as Ocala and 
Wildwood. 
    The future of long-distance passenger trains  
remains uncertain. But for those in love with 
rail travel, or just curious about Florida history, 
the Central Florida Railroad Museum in Winter 
Garden is a must see.
    Housed in the second Tavares and Gulf Railway 
Depot, much of the history of this important 
part of Central Florida is showcased in Winter 
Garden's Railroad Museum. 
  Though the museum's closure due to COVID-19 
delayed the plans of many visitors and educational 
tours, the facility plans to reopen every Friday to 
the public. The Central Florida Chapter of the 
National Railway Historical Society, Inc. was 
chartered on November 8, 1970, with fourteen 
founding members. The museum's ownership 
later broke off into a separate group in 2013, 
Central Florida Railway Historical Society. 
Today, the museum serves as a place of pride for 
the community and an enjoyable experience for 
all those intrigued by history and railway travel.

LOCAL NEWS THROWBACK: 
JUNE 3, 1982

"EPCOT Grows Near Completion"

By MARSHALL SWANSON

   A hidden gem of Central Florida, the Casselberry Golf Course offers affordable 
golf pricing and entertaining experiences for players at all levels of skill. Once 
considered as a potential site for further residential development, the Casselberry 
Golf Course transformed into a lucrative venture for the city and an admired 
facet of the community following a recent campaign by commissioners, 
including former Comissioner Sandra Solomon, to protect the beautiful fairways 
meandering among the lakes.
    Seen above is golfer Jon Wilsman of Nest Egg Financial as he prepares to drive 
his ball down one of the course's longer fairways. While he's not busy helping 
to protect your nest egg, Jon's focused on hatching a birdie on the course. 
    Though our recent match started earlier in the morning, temperatures continued 
to rise throughout the day. But as we head into the fall and winter months and 
temperatures decline, greater opportunities exist to enjoy the game in comfort. 
As golfers who know the challenging lies, slopes and bends of the country's 
most prestigious and economical courses, Casselberry presents a fun day of 
competitive golf for any skillset and any budget. Now that the season is cooling 
down, the local game is heating up. We recommend Casselberry Golf Course for 
a fun round and a great day with your pals on the course.

CASSELBERRY GOLF COURSE: 
SEMINOLE'S HIDDEN GEM

LOCAL DELIGHTS

TOP TO BOTTOM: CF Railway museum; train passing through Bay HPhoto Credits: The Orlando 

Local News; The Central Florida Railway Museum; Apopka Station.

ABOVE: Jon Wilsman plays a round of golf at Casselberry Golf Course
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By MARSHALL SWANSON

   Winter Park's "Handy" entrepreneur enjoys a long history of 
prestige in the field of finance and business: F. Philip Handy is a 
graduate of Princeton University and later earned an MBA from 
Harvard Business School. In addition, he also received a Doctorate 
of Law "h.c." and served in the United States Army, being honorably 
discharged following his six year term of service.
    Mr. Handy joined Fidelity Management and Research in 1968 
and carried on with the company through 1970. Mr. Handy's 
entrepreneurial ventures extend far beyond the fields of finance 
and investment. Over the years, Handy owned and operated many 
businesses including Chart House Restaurant Group, Rewards 
Networks, Majik Market and Maryland Food Clubs.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:
WINTER PARK'S "HANDY" 
ENTREPRENEUR

His educational and philanthropic ventures extend to his roles as a member of the Board of Overseers of the 
Hoover Institution at Stanford University, an Advisor to the Program on Education Policy and Governance at 
Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government, and a proponent of The Education Equality Project.
    Throughout his time in educational philanthropy, Mr. Handy acted as a Trustee of the Northfield Mount 
Hermon School (his alma mater), where he has been a Treasurer and a member of the Executive Committee. In 
addition, Mr. Handy has served as a member of the Board of Overseers of Rollins College Crummer Graduate 
School of Business. For ten years he was a member, and the President for three years, of the Board of Trustees 
of the Orlando Museum of Art.
Mr. Handy was appointed to serve on the Investment Advisory Board for the State Board of Administration 
(Florida’s pension fund manager). He served as Chairman of the Investment Advisory Committee.
    In the political arena, Mr. Handy's experience earned him a seat on the Governor's Council since 1987. His 
engagement in Republican politics over the years culminated in chairmanship, and co-chairmanship, of political 
campaigns for former Florida Governor Jeb Bush, as well as the Senator John McCain's presidential campaign.
    A shining moment for Mr. Handy arrived in 2007 after Governor Jeb Bush appointed Handy to be the Chairman 
of the State Board of Education. Philip Handy currently operates Winter Park Capital and previously served as the 
Chief Executive Officer of Strategic Industries, a portfolio of companies in diversified service and manufacturing 
businesses.

LAW & FINANCE

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
"While I personally do not live in State Representative Anthony Sabatini's district, I 
wish I did! I recently read his response to the Orlando Sentinel's candidate interview 
request and felt everyone else should see it too! Will you please republish for your 
readers?" -Jessica P, Winter Park

Orlando Sentinel Editorial Board 
633 N. Orange Ave.  
Orlando, FL 32801

        Re: Candidate Interview

Good Afternoon, 

Thank you for your interest in interviewing my candidacy for re-election to the Florida House. 
However, because the political leanings the Orlando Sentinel Editorial Board fall on the political 
spectrum somewhere between those of Hugo Chavez and Antifa, I politely decline to be interviewed 
by the Board. Furthermore, as a matter of policy I have denied interview requests this cycle from any 
left-wing organization with a palpable and demonstrable hatred of President Trump-the Sentinel is not 
alone in this distinction.
Respectfully, as a candidate who believes in freedom and trusts individuals to manage their own lives, 
an endorsement from any group or institution that seeks to massively increase the role of government 
in every aspect of Floridian's lives (like the Orlando Sentinel), or to destroy our free market economy 
through endless interventions (like the Orlando Sentinel), or seeks the total and final erosion of 
individual liberty (like the Orlando Sentinel), or that desperately seeks to conform the beliefs of all 
elected officials to left-wing precepts (like the Orlando Sentinel), is not something to be sought, but 
rather something to evade at all costs.
For these reasons, an endorsement by the Sentinel or any other news outlet with similar quasi-Marxist 
views would have an effect more analogous to an act of defamation than a trustworthy recommendation. 
Finally, its clear the rnajor issue plaguing the media (id est "Fake News") today is that the front page 
of the newspaper has beco1ne identical to the back page. "Editorializing" the once straight forward 
news has becorne rnore popular than ever, resulting in an aln1ost all-time low in the public's trust of 
the media-41 % according to a recent Gallup Poll. Submitting to an interview with the Editorial Board 
would have the effect of encouraging this gross trend of "editorializing" the news, when newspapers 
need-n1ore than ever before-to cast opinion aside and report "just the facts." 
For these reasons, I politely decline your request.

Sincerely,

Anthony Sabatini  
Florida House of Representatives, District 32

"After reading your "opinion" in the paper, I question your reasoning for another 
look at the overall. Do you live in Winter Park? Do you own property along 
Orange Avenue? You obviously haven't driven down Orange Avenue at any given 
point during the day (pick a day-any day) to see the traffic buildup at the current 
red lights and turn lanes for me to think that you have any such grasp on what 
the community as a whole has against the overlay project." -Cheryl, Winter Park

Full Transcripts Available Online 
at www.LocalNewsOrlando.com

*************
Email Your Feedback At 

Contact@LocalNewsOrlando.Com

"The Chad Albritton I know, I’ll be frank… we disagree on politics. I am staunchly 
conservative, Chad is more progressive. We have discussed politics at length before, 
and often find ourselves disagreeing harshly with each other. But what I’ve discovered 
in our banter, is Chad is an intelligent, well spoken, ideas filled young man - who is more 
than capable of listening to, and considering the opposing viewpoint..." -Jim B, Oviedo

"The assertion that the Orange Avenue Overlay project will be harmful to the 
community is a bunch of balogna! The whole push back to the project in Winter 
Park stems from the backwards attitudes of a bunch of  old geezers feeding off their 
government pensions, with nothing else better to do than get in the way of progress."
-James R, Winter Park

"After recently driving by the home of a certain Casselberry candidate 
running for city commission, I noticed his house in gross disrepair. Unkempt 
grass (or weeds rather) line the path to the front door. The roof lies in 
utter dilapidation and clutter dots nearly every part of the property. If 
Chad Albritton can't clean up his own mess, how can he fix Casselberry?"
-Timothy S, Casselberry

"The political games played by the Winter Park commission don't do justice to 
the people they represent. First, they voted to raise taxes. Now, they've decided 
to renege after sticking their finger in the air to see which way the political 
winds blow: the Winter Park Commission... dishonest and disrespectful."
Stacy D, Winter Park

COMMENTARY: RETAIN 
JUDGE SASSO

By FRANCISCO GONZALEZ

    Meredith Sasso is a longtime Orlando resident who 
was raised in Tallahassee, the daughter of a Cuban 
immigrant. In January 2019, she joined the Fifth District 
Court of Appeal after being appointed by Governor Rick 
Scott and became the youngest female appointed to an 
appellate court in Florida’s history. She is also only the 
fifth woman to serve on the Fifth DCA. 
     Like all judicial appointees, from time to time, voters 
have the opportunity to retain or remove her from office. 
Considering her stellar judicial acumen just put her on 
the short list for a vacancy at the Florida Supreme Court, 
we recommend Central Florida area voters retain Judge 
Meredith Sasso. 
    Judge Sasso received her undergraduate degree from the 
University of Florida in 2005 and her law degree from the 
University of Florida in 2008, where she was a member 
of the Justice Campbell Thornal Moot Court Board. 
She began her career in private practice, representing 
clients in large loss general liability, auto negligence, and 
complex commercial claims in state and federal courts at 
trial and on appeal. She also served as a guardian ad litem, 
representing abused or neglected children. In August 
of 2016, Judge Sasso joined the Office of the General 
Counsel to Governor Rick Scott where she ultimately 
served as Chief Deputy General Counsel. In this role, she 
represented the Governor in litigation before the Florida 
Supreme Court, the First District Court of Appeal, and 
state and federal trial courts, among other duties. 
    A wife and mother of two children (ages 3 and 1), 
Judge Sasso is currently serving as an appointed member 
of the Florida Bar Appellate Court Rules Committee. She 
is also a member of the American Enterprise Institute 
Leadership Network and the Federalist Society. 

F. Philip Handy Runs Winter Park's 
Most Prestigious Financial Firm And 

Enjoys A Long History of Political And 
Philanthropic Community Involvement

Photo Credit: Excelined



About the Editor:

Marshall Swanson is the grandson of founder Roger Swanson. He is the current Editor of The Orlando 
Local News. He previously worked in the US House of Representatives, operated in the field of political 
activism and campaigns, as well hosting a radio program on both the AM and FM dial. In addition, he 
has travelled to Iraq on numerous occasions for charity and research which he submitted to Members of 

Congress and the National Security Council at the White House.
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SHIRLEY JANE'S COOKBOOK

SHRIMP FRICASSEE
2 TABLESPOONS BUTTER
2 TABLESPOONS FLOUR
1-1/2 CUPS CANNED TOMATOES & JUICE
2 TABLESPOONS INSTANT MINCED ONION
2 TABLESPOONS SWEET PEPPER FLAKES
1/4 TEASPOON GARLIC SALT
1/8 TEASPOON GROUND THYME
1/2 TEASPOON PARSELY FLAKES
1 BAY LEAF
1/2 TEASPOON CELERY SALT
1/8 TEASPOON GROUND BLACK PEPPER
1 POUND SHRIMP, COOKED AND DEVEINED
2 CUPS COOKED RICE

INSTRUCTIONS

Melt butter in frying pan. Add flour and stir 

constantly until slightly brown. Add tomatoes and 

juice, onion, sweet pepper flakes, and seasonings; 

stir until blended. Add Shrimp. Cover and simmer 

gently 15 to 20 minutes Pack cooked rice into 

greased cups and place into preheated moderate 

oven at 350 degrees F for about five minutes. 

Unmold onto platter. Remove the bay leaf and pour 

shrimp mixture over hot rice. Yields 4 servings.

VOTE AT LOCALNEWSORLANDO.
COM/BEST-OF-CENTRAL-FLORIDA

During this time, businesses in our community need support. 
Why not take the opportunity to vote for your favorites 
now?! Our 2020 Awards banquet will soon be upon us, and 
your input will be required to select the best Central 

Florida businesses in each of our categories.

®
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FLORIDA TRAVEL: A 
HALLOWEEN GETAWAY 

By MARSHALL SWANSON

    Take one step into Cassadaga and you'll travel 
hundred years back in time. A cross between 
old Florida and a benign episode of the Twilight 
Zone, the town emits an aura of spiritual energy 
with a strong dose of nostalgic Florida.
    If you're fond of the incessant parade of 
Wawas, Games Stops or Dollar Stores dotting 
the major arteries and thoroughfares around 
Central Florida, then the town of Cassadaga 
isn't a good fit. For those with a zest for the past 
and a flare for the supernatural, Cassadaga may 
be just the right prescription.
    The story begins in the year 1848 when 
two events set the course of history: the birth 
of Cassagada's founder, George Colby, in 
Pike, New York; and, the inauguration of the 
spiritualist movement in the U.S. Growing up, 
Colby gravitated towards spiritualism from a 
young age, eventually touring the United States 
to conduct readings and seances.
    On one occasion in Lake Mills, Iowa Colby 
entered a meditative trance when an American 
Indian spirit guide named Seneca gave him 
a prophetic message: Colby would go on a 
great journey, but first, visit T. D. Giddings in 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin. Colby made his way to 
Wisconsin and met with Giddings who, along 
with Seneca, instructed him to travel to Florida 

and purchase land chosen by a "Congress of Spirits." 
Eventually that land became the Spiritualist Camp 
of Cassadaga that persists to this day named for 
lakes nearby a new New York Spiritualist camp, 
Lily Dale).
    Many friends and confidants followed the pair in 
the years after Colby and Giddings' family founded 
the camp in 1894 (though the two waited nearly 
twenty years before fully acting on the prophecy). 
In later years, a fellow New Yorker named Ann 
Stevens moved down to Florida via the fresh 
water port Blue Springs. Colby demonstrated his 
appreciation for her financial support by gifting a 
piece of property to Stevens for her homestead.
    Today, visitors to Cassadaga may tour and spend 
a night in the Stevens House, a popular attraction 
to spiritual pilgrims and fans of Victorian era 
architecture. The house passed hands over the 
years in the wake of Stevens' death at the age of 
83 in the early 1900s. Ultimately Shane and Emily  
Gerschefske bought the home when the building 
went into foreclosure. In the years preceding the 
acquisition, the couple enjoyed many vacations in 
the home before Shane proposed to Emily in the 
quaint gazebo nearby the Stevens' House. This 
touching tale of love only brushes the surface of the 
enchanting stories this town has to offer.
    Down the road, visitors will find the Cassadaga 
Hotel, rebuilt in 1928 as a result of a fire. Run by 
distant relatives of Frank Sinatra, you'll find Sinatra's 

Ristorante adjacent to the hotel's lobby (albeit a more recent addition). Owned 
by Scott Lewitt, the restaurant serves exceptional cocktails and mouth-
watering dishes. In addition, Sinatra's Ristorante also provides entertainment 
in the form of pianists and a wide array of musical talent to recall the memory 
of the famed crooner through song and sometimes dance. Taking a stroll 
around Cassadaga's many gardens and natural lakeside landscapes reveals 
a pleasant terrain for meditation and those seeking a peaceful area to reflect. 
Walking around the town you'll discover a church for the religious visitor as 
well as a library, both dating to nearly one hundred years ago. The spiritualist 
searchers will be delighted to discover that the town is filled with mediums 
and psychics, but be sure to check the official website for approved readers. 
    In the earliest years of the camp, pilgrims often took the train to Cassadaga 
by way of the Lake Helen station, though the railroad terminated services 
during the early years of the Depression. Today, you'll find the easiest vein of 
entry to Cassadaga to be the dreaded I-4, but don't worry, your spirits will be 
lifted upon arrival. Whether spiritually-minded or just curious about history, 
the town of Cassadaga contains the right combination of mystical charm and 
small town America for anyone seeking to hop off the carousel of life and 
take a brief respite from these turbulent and bemusing times.

TRAVEL

JEANIE OERTHER COMBINES 
FUN AND FAST FOOD WITH THE 

WORLD'S LARGEST MCDONALD'S
Jeanie Oerther knows about fast food and the finest dining. After munching on 
both the most luxurious dishes ever contrived by the world's finest chefs, and 
a McMuffin, why does she keep eating McDonald's? The Answer: quality. Not 
just in the food, not just in the ownership, but more importantly delectability...... 
Her franchinse of Mickey D's combines delicious taste with healthy McCafe 
options, and a fun and safe place for the kids to enjoy themselves. With her late 
husband Gary, Jeanie founded an empire that lives on to benefit not only the 

taste buds of future McDonald's goers but the expectations as well!

RIGHT TO LEFT: Gary Oerther, late husband of Mrs. Jeanie Oerther; 

the world's largest McDonald's on Int'l Drive
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